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Central  Hills  packs  'em  in  for  summer 


>  Since  1877 


By  Micki  Bennett 

Correspondent 


ment  near  Kosciusko,  is  "bursting  at  the 
seams"  this  summer,  said  Manager  Jim  Ray. 

The  Retreat  celebrated  a  60%  increase  in 
attendance  among  its  conferences.  Operated 
by  the  Men's  Mmistry  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB),  me  year-round  facility  is  projected 
to  host  over  8,000  people  this  year. 

Out  of  the  summer's  diverse  groups  and 
conferences  at  Central  Hills,  a  total  of  308 
recorded  decisions  were  made  for  Christ  — 
including  180  first-time  professions  of  faith. 

Other  decisions  were  rededications  and  life 
commitments  in  ministry  or  missions. 

The  Summer  Missions  Camp  for  Boys 
(RA  camp)  composes  a  full  five  weeks  of 
the  summer's  agenda  at  Central  Hills, 
but  the  Retreat  center  is  actually  host  to 
a  variety  of  venues.  This  summer,  the 
encampment  hosted  a  week  for  individ¬ 
uals  with  special  needs  as  well  as  another 
wee k4u&t.wr. burn  victims. 

Central  Hills  also  provided  the  perfect 
place  for  this  year's  Bible  Drill  Catnp, 
Hispanic  Evangelism  Conference,  two 
Lad /Dad  Weekends,  and  two  co-ed  chil¬ 
dren's  camps,  which  hailed  a  300%  increase 
this  year  compared  to  the  children's 
call's  first  year  in  2003. 

Tne  site  also  hosted  several  sports 
camps  over  the  summer  where  "two-a- 
days"  meant  not  two  football  practice  day 
scrimmages  each  day  but  Bible  stuay  in  the  six  ( 
morning  and  worship  at  night  pers 

An  innovator  of  sorts,  Ray  —  known  as  cam 
"J.R."  to  his  staffers  and  friends  —  always  coui 
looks  for  ways  to  expand  ministry  at  R 
Central  Hills.  This  spmmer,  he  started  a  the 
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JUST  FOOLING  AROUND  —  Attendees  of  the  July  25-29  week  of  Royal 
Ambassadors  camp  at  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko  mug  for  the  photographer 
during  a  free  time  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  encampment.  A  total  of  308  decisions 
were  made  for  Christ  at  Central  Hills  during  the  summer,  including  1 80  first-time  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith.  (BR  photo  by  Micki  Bennett) 


summer  program  in  the  form  of  lifeblood  of  Central  Hills,"  said  Ray,  "We 
I  for  children  grades  one  through  can  depend  on  them  to  help  paint,  cut 
inday  throi^h  Friday  for  $60  per  grass,  and  work  in  the  kitchen.^' 
er  week,  ine  children  swam.  Missions  is  the  focus  of  Central  Hills' 
liked,  played  ball,  did  the  ropes  RA  camp  program.  Every  week  missionaries 
id  had  Bible  study  every  day.  and  a  camp  pastor  shared  with  campers 
ho  is  also  currently  president  of  through  Bible  study  and  worship-  One 
iissippi  Camping  'Association,  night  during  the  week,  campers  partici- 
1  staff  at  Central  Hills  for  four  pated  in  what  they  call  "spontaneous 
during  college  while  he  majored  worship"  when  the  RAs  themselves  led 
i,  business,  and  philosophy  with  a  the  service  and  shared  what  God  is 
recreation.  He  has  worke^  total  doing  in  their  heiPrts. 
mers  in  camp  work,  the  past  five  The  theme  verse  this  silpimer  was 
-time  manager  of  Central  Hills.  Jeremiah  29:13:  "And  ye  shall  seek  Me  and 
her  his  expertise,  Ray  doesn't  do  it  find  Me,  when  ye  shall  search  for  Me  with 
hires  a  summer  staff  of  30  college  all  your  heart." 

?ach  year  whose  jobs  range  from  Louis  Harrell,  minister  of  evangelism 
rse  instructor  to  lawn  mower  to  and  discipleshfp  at  First  Church,  Pontotoc, 
■.  Five  year-round  employees,  served  as  pastor  for  the  final  week  of  RA 
Ministry  Assistant  Debbie  camp.  "Besides  teaching  the  boys  how  to 
Assistant  Manager /Maintenance  identify  poisonous  snakes,"  Harrell  said, 
ntt,  and  a  food  service  staff  help  to  "they  leam  how  to  act  like  a  Christian,  be 
tral  Hills  run  smoothly  for  guests,  kind,  and  struggle  together." 
ntributed  much  of  the  summer's  They  leam  respect  and  responsibility,  and 
I  volunteers  and  those  who  give  a  that  translates  into  respect  ror  their  camp 
f  their  time  and  money  to  state  counselors,  parents,  and  essentially  God,  said 
"If  we  didn't  have  Margaret  Harrell,  himself  a  former  Central  Hills  staffer. 
State  Missions  Offering),  we  "Mississippi  Baptists  ought  to  be  proud  of 

open  the  doors,"  said  Ray  "It  the  students  that  come  out  of  their 

hose  (180)  kids  to  come  to  Jesus  colleges,"  Ray  said,  speaking  of  his  staff, 

ner,  and  has  given  these  college  These  students  "teach  ffie  kids  to  swim, 
1  chance  to  serve  the  Lord."  teach  them  to  ride  horses,  lead  them  in 

[ississippi  Baptist  Campers  on  Bible  study,  and  lead  them  to  the  Lord." 

organization  and  the  MBCB  For  more  information  on  Central  Hills 
hip  and  Family  Ministries  Retreat,  visit  www.mbcb.org  and  click  on 
ent  encourage  volunteers  to  Camps /Assemblies,  or  contact  Ray  at  P.c3. 
1  help  manage  facilities  during  Box  698,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090.  Telephone: 
camps.  "Volunteers  are  the  (662)  289-9730.  E-mail:  chbr@mbcb.org. 


GIDDY  UP  —  Central  Hills  Retreat  staffers  teach  the  fine  points  of 
horseback  riding  to  participants  ih  the  first-ever  camp  for  people  with  special 
needs,  held  earlier  this  summer  at  the  facility  near  Kosciusko.  Central 
Hills  is  managed  by  the  Men's  Ministry  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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Editor's 

Notebook 


Just  as  we  are 


■jrj  eaders  of  The  Baptist  Record  were 
1^  incredulous  last  year  when  this  column 
X  \.  described  a  new  California  state  law 
that  gives  children  as  young  as  the  first 
grade  the  right  to  choose  their  gender  on 
school  forms,  regardless  of  anatomical  reality. 
Dozens  of  subscribers  called  or  wrote  to 
request  documentation,  copies  of  which 
were  provided.  Many  people  still  had  trouble 
believing  it  even  after  reading  the  news 
reports  and  doing  research  on  their  own, 
but  it's  true  nonetheless. 

Well,  there's  another  challenge 
to  your  intelligence  on  the  horizon, 
this  time  from  Massachusetts.  It 
seems  homosexual  rights  activists 
there  are  pressuring  the  state  to 
move  forward  from  the  recent 
legalization  of  homosexual  mar¬ 
riage  in  that  state  and  change  birth 
certificate  references  |  regarding 
"Father"  and  "Mother"  to  read, 
"Parent  A"  and  "Parent  B." 

Homosexual  activists  are  con¬ 
cerned  that  children  adopted  by 
homosexuals  or  produced  by  a 
nH.  stand-in  mother  with  the  assistance 
S  Jr.  of  one  of  the  homosexual  part¬ 
ners  have  been  the  victims  all  this 
time  of  birth  certificate  mislabel¬ 
ing.  The  same  goes  for  lesbian 
couples  who  choose  to  have  a  child 
through  sperm  donation.  In  these  situa¬ 
tions,  who's  to  say  which  is  the  father  and 
which  is  the  mother?  Right? 

"There  should  be  no  doubt  in 
Massachusetts  that  Massachusetts  records 
should  accurately  reflect  the  true  nature  of 
Massachusetts  families,  and  that  includes 
same-sex  married  couples,"  Michele  Granda, 
an  attorney  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders,  tola  FOX  News  as  reported  in 
an  Aug^t  3  B^tist  Press  article  by  Micfcel 
Foust.  (Baptist  Press  is  the  source  of  much  of 
the  information  in  this  commentary.) 
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Massachusetts  Governor  Mitt  - 
Romney,  a  Republican,  says  he  is  very 
much  against  tne  birth  certificate  change, 
but  has  curiously  advised  hospitals  to 
simply  scratch  out  the  "Father"  and 
"Mother"  headings  on  birth  certificates 
and  substitute  "&cond  Parent."  Aside 
from  the  legal  ramifications  of  defacing  a 
legal  document,  such  as  not  being  able  to 
get  a  driver's  license  or  passport  in  the 
niture,  the  craven  Romney  should  know 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  compromise 
with  radical  homosexual  activists. 

Compromise  is  not  on  their  agenda. 
Nothing  short  of  the  complete  restructur¬ 
ing  of  American  society,  from  birth  to 
death  and  everything  in  between,  will 
satisfy  them.  Even  innocent  children  and 
their  birth  certificates  are  not  overlooked. 

"Children,  really,  are  more  trophies  in 
this  cultural  war  than  they  are  genuinely 
the  result  of  two  people  in  a  loving  rela¬ 
tionship,"  observed  Kris  Mineau,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Massachusetts  Family 
Institute.  "In  this  sheer  madness  of 
homosexual  marriage,  these  are  the 
issues  that  we're  facing.  It's  rendering 
confusion  at  all  levels  of  society." 

As  the  homosexual  movement 
extends  its  tentacular  grip  on  modem 
American  culture,  many  Christians  also 
seem  to  be  smitten  with  th  e  normalization 
of  homosexuality.  The  Episcopal  Church 
ordains  practicing  homosexuals,  while 
Lutheran  conservatives  struggle  to  stem 
the  homosexual  rights  tide  in  their  denom¬ 
ination.  Other  so-called  Christian  groups 
broadcast  national  commercials  encourag¬ 
ing  homosexuals  to  come  to  their  churches, 
"just  as  you  are." 

Actually,  there  is  a  place  in  the  Christian 
life  for  homosexuals  and  other  assorted 
sinners  like  you  and  me,  just  as  we  are  — 
as  reflected  m  the  words  of  the  grand  old 
hymn,  "Just  as  I  am,  without  one  plea,  but 
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that  thy  blood  was  shed  for  me,  and  that 
thou  bidd'st  me  come  to  thee,  O  Lamb  of 
God,  I  come." 

Our  chief  responsibility  as  Christians  is 
not  to  change  the  culture  through  political 
means,  but  to  change  the  world  through 
the  Lamb  of  God.  If  we  would  only  heed 
the  words  of  the  hymn  and  achieve  the  latter, 
we  will  surely  accomplish  the  former. 


Editor's  note:  A  typographical  error  in  last 
week's  Editor's  Notebook  rendered  a  sentence 
that  read  in  part,  "...pray  with  ceasing...," 
when  it  should  have  reaa,  "...pray  without  ceas¬ 
ing..."  The  author  apologizes  for  the  error. 


Dan  Brown's  staggering 
bestseller.  The  Da  Vinci 
Code,  comes  to  the 
screen  in  May  2006.  The  down¬ 
side:  Many  "nonbelievers  will 
take  the  fictitious  story  to  be 
truth.  The  upside:  Some  will 
ask  Christians  questions.  Are 
we  ready  for  those  questions? 

Directed  hy  Ron  Howard 
(Apollo  13,  C^inderella  Man), 
the  movie  version  starring 
Tom  Hanks,  Audrey  Tautou, 
and  Ian  McKellen  began  film¬ 
ing  June  30  in  Paris  and  is  set 
to  wrap  on  Oct.  19  in 
England.  The  plot  concerns  a 
covert  religious  organization 
that  will  stop  at  nothing  to 
protect  a  secret  that  threatens 
to  overturn  2,000  years  of 
accepted  dogma. 

The  book  and  now  the  film 
claim  that  Jesus  married  Mary 
Magdalene,  had  a  child  in  that 
union,  and  a  clandestine  society 
once  headed  by  Leonardo  Da 
Vinci  has  protected  this  infor¬ 
mation  for  centuries  against  a 
threatened  Catholic  hierarchy. 

According  to  Cracking  Da 
Vinci's  Code  by  James  L. 
Garlow  and  Peter  Jones,  many 
of  the  assertions  alwut  Jesus  in 
the  book  come  from  a  fictional 
character  named  Leigh  Teabing. 

"Leigh  Teabing  is  an  expert 
in  the  ancient  trail  leading  to 
the  Holy  Grail,"  Garlow  and 
Jones  write.  "A  former  British 


Guest  Opinion: 

Get  ready  now  for 
The  Da  Vinci  Code 


By  Phil  Boatwright 
Kansas  City,  Kansas 


Royal  Historian,  Teabing 
moved  to  France  to  personally 
search  through  churches  for 
clues  leading  to  the  Grail." 

The  Da  \^ci  Code  narrative 
reads  as  if  it  were,  well,  gospel. 
At  one  point  in  the  book, 
Teabing  says,  "[AJlmost  every¬ 
thing  our  fathers  taught  us 
about  Christ  is  false." 

So,  is  this  film  a  threat  to  the 
Christian  community?  "TTie  real 
threat  of  this  heresy  is  not  so 
much  on  the  Christian  commu¬ 
nity  as  it  is  on  the  lost  world," 
Jim  Melrose,  pastor  of  Victory 
Church  in  Tonganoxie,  Kan., 
said.  "Those  who  reject  tire  truth 
seek  out  a  lie  to  ding  to...  Sadly, 
it  will  inipact  many  carnal  and 
immature  Christians  who  are 
not  funded  in  their  faith." 

Flow  can  Christians  prepare 
themselves  for  the  onslaught  of 


theological  queries?  hi  li|ht  of 
the  Da  Vlnd  Code,  Chmtian 


shepherds  are  warning  the 
flocK  to  know  God's  Word  and  '' 
to  study  the  history  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

Billy  Graham  reported  in  his 
syndicated  newspaper  column, 
'T  know  of  no  reputable  Bible 
scholar  or  historian  (Christian  or 
non-Christian)  who  would  agree 
with  its  daims  about  Jesus  or 
take  it  seriously.  There  simply  is 
no  historical  evidence  to  support 
its  alleged  'discoveries'  aTOut 
Jesus:  nor  is  there  any  evidence 
at  all  that  Christians  nave  'cov¬ 
ered  up'  tile  trutti  about  Jesus." 

Graiham  added,  "In  the  last 
days  before  Christ's  return, 
according  to  Paul,  pecmle  'will 
turn  their  ears  away  from  the 
truth  and  turn  aside  to  myths'" 
(2  Timothy  4:4). 

There  are  several  books  that 
deal  with  the  specifics  of  Dan 
Brown's  controversial  book 
while  pointing  out  factual 


Christian  heritage.  Though  this 
is  not  an  endorsement  of  each 
of  the  following  publications  — 
as  I  have  not  read  every  one  of 
them  —  they  are  available 
through  most  Christian  book¬ 
stores.  Ask  your  pastor  for  rec¬ 
ommendations. 

•  Cracking  Da  Vinci's  Code: 
You've  Read  the  Fiction,  Now 
Read  the  Facts,  by  James  L. 
Garlow  and  Peter  Jones.  . 

•  Breaking  The  Da  Vinci^Code: 
Ansivers  to  the  Questions  Everyone 
is  Asking,  by  Darrell  L.  Bock. 

•  De-Coding  Da  Vinci:  The 
Facts  Behind  the  Fiction  of  The  Da 
Vinci  Code,  by  Amy  Welbom. 

•  The  Da  Vinci  Hoax: 
Exposing  Errors  in  the  Da  Vinci 
Code,  by  Carl  E.  Olson  and 
Sandra  Miesel. 

•  The  Truth  Behind  the  Da 
Vinci  Code:  A  Challenging 
Response  to  the  Bestselling  twveJ, 
by  Richard  Abanes. 

•  Truth  and  Fiction  in  The  Da 
Vinci  Code,  by  Bart  D.  Ehrman. 

Boatwright  is  a  Christian 
entertainment  critic.  His  com¬ 
mentary  appears  courtesy  of 
Baptist  Press.  To  read  the  first 
article  in  this  series,  go  to 
www.moviereporter.com  and 
click  the  column  button.  Books  on 
The  Da  Vinci  Code  are  available 
at  www.LifewayStores.com  by 
entering  "Da  Vinci  Code"  in  the 
search  function. 
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Famine  hurting  spiritually-starving  Niger 
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HELPING  HAND  —  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
Mike  Loftice  (left  center)  works  with  a  group  of 
farmers  in  the  famine-stricken  nation  of  Niger,  West 
Africa.  Loftice,  who  has  lived  and  worked  in  the 
Maradi  region  of  Niger  since  1997,  recently  coordi¬ 
nated  a  $75,000  relief  project  in  six  villages.  The 
effort  supplied  more  than  8,000  people  with  tons  of 
millet  and  beans.  (BP  photo  by  Sue  Sprenkle) 


/A 
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Loftice  said.  They  struggle  to  survive  on  an 
average  of  about  seven  inches  of  rain  per 
year.  Even  in  a  "good  year,"  the  people 
grow  only  enough  food  —  millet.  Deans, 
and  peanuts  —  to  sustain  them  for  about 
six  months. 


wort 


Siloatn  pool  found? 

JERUSALEM  (BP)  —  What  is  believed  to  be  the  Pool  of  Siloam, 
where  Jesus  healed  a  man  blind  from  birth  in  John  9,  has  been 
unearthed  in  Jerusalem,  and  a  Southern  Baptist  archeologist  is  con¬ 
vinced  the  find  is  authentic.  'T've  seen  it.  Ir  s  a  phenomenal,  monu¬ 
mental  pool,"  Steven  Ortiz,  associate  professor  of  biblical  archae¬ 
ology  and  director  of  the  Center  for  (Archaeological  Research  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  told  Baptist  Press.  Ortiz  made  a  trip  to  Israel 
in  recent  weeks  and  walked  along  the  site  with  one  of  the  field  staff 
kijjg  on  the  excavation.  According  to  an  article  in  the 
tember/October  2005  issue  of  Biblical  Archeology  Review  by 
tor  Hershel  Shanks,  some  workers  were  repairing  a  sewage  line 
with  heavy  equipment  last  summer  when  tney  uncovered  what 
appeared  to  be  two  stgjs.  Archeologists  believe  at  this  time  that  the 
pool  was  at  least  225  wide  at  one  point,  and  steps  were  on  at 
feast  three  sides  of  ffie  pool.  The  comers  are  greater  th^  90  degrees, 
indicating  the  pool  was  a  trapezoid  raffier  than  a  square,  Sianks 
reported.  Two  important  bits  of  infprmation  reseaniiers  always 
wtint  to  know  about  a  historic  site  are  the  date  of  constmction  and 
the  date  when  the  facility  stopped  be^  used,  Sianks  wrote.  In  this 
case,  archeologists  have  foimd  both.  They  used  a  metal  detector  to 
discover  four  coins  in  the  plaster  containing  ffie  imprint  of 

from  103  to 
have  been 
iod  of  the 

First  Jewish  Revolt  agiainst  Rome,  which  lasted  from  A.D.  66  to  70. 
So  archeologists  know  the  pcx)l  was  used  until  the  end  of  ffie  revolt, 
when  it  was  abandoned  as  mud  slid  in  from  the  hillside  and  was  no 
longer  cleaned  out  of  ^e  pool.  Workers  found  the  pool,  located  in 
the  lowest  spot  of  Jerusalem,  under  nearly  10  feet  of  mud  in  some 
places,  Sharucs  noted.  This  particular  Pcx)I  of  Siloam,  used  in  Jesus' 
day,  is  different  from  one  that  tourists  normally  visit  tcxlay,  Ortiz 
said,  which  was  built  during  ffie  By^zantine  era  and  assum^  to  be 
at  ffie  original  site.  "The  traditional  pool  that  everyone  currently 
goes  to  vKit  is  much  smaller,  and  tins  newly  excavated  pool  is  at 
least  five  times  as  large,"  Ortiz  said.  Archeologists  have  not  yet  con¬ 
cluded  whether  this  pool  is  located  in  the  same  place  as  the  one 
mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament  that  existed  in  Hezekiah  and 
Isai^'s  time.  They  believe  that  if  ttiey  can  find  Iron  Age  pott^ 
from  the  sbcth  to  lOth  century  B.C.,  then  ff^  will  have  confirmation 
^t  the  pools  shar^lhe  same  Icxaticm.  "Tnis  summer  has  been  a 
phenomoial  time  for  Jerusalem  archeology,"  Ortiz  said. 


Many  have  left  their  villages  to  seek  aid, 
but  others  are  tcx)  weak  to  move.  Thousands 
of  people  sat  outside  the  Loftice  home  for 
more  tnan  three  weeks,  hoping  to  receive  a 

- small  handful  of  fcxxi. 

"People  are 
scared,  desperate, 
and  lack  any  sense  of 
hope  in  fneir  vil¬ 
lages,"  he  added. 
"My  average-sized 
13-year-old  [son]  is 
literally  100  pounds 
heavier  and  1.5  to 
two  feet  taller  than 
the  same  age  Hausa 
child  in  our  area. 
Many  two-year-olds 
look  like  newborns." 

Physical  starva¬ 
tion  may  be  part  of 
life  in  famine-rav¬ 
aged  Maradi,  but 
v\mat  the  people 
•truly  hunger  for  is 
hope,  Loftice  said, 
because  spiritual 
famine  also  stalks 


the  land. 


Most  of  the  3.6  million  Hausa  people 
who  live  in  Niger  embrace  Islamic  teach¬ 
ings  and  reject  Christ.  A  handful  of 
Christians  who  live  in  these  villages  deal 
not  only  with  hunger  but  with  daily  renection 
and  isolation.  Some  shop  owners  refuse  to 
give  Christian  villagers  the  same  service 
tneyjeive  Muslims. 

"Tne  Muslim  people  of  this  area  need  a 
Christian  witness  of  love  and  compassion," 
Loftice  said.  "The  greatest  need  of  any  people 
is  to  know  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Savior.'' 

Southern  Baptists  should  be  careful  not 
to  nurture  a  movement  of  "rice  bowl" 
Christians,  he  added,  but  to  express  genuine 
concern  for  all  the  needs  of  Hausa  people 
—  physical  and  spiritual. 

^'Food  is  never  enough,"  Loftice 
stressed.  "Money  is  never  enough. 
Resources  are  never  enough.  Only  our  all 
powerful  and  all-loving  God  can  cure 
what  ails  Niger." 

For  more  information  or  to  contribute, 
to  hunger  and  relief  efforts  in  Niger,  contact 
the  IMB  World  Hunger  &  Relief 
Ministries  at  (800)  999-3113,  ext.  1736. 
Checks  can  be  sent  to  the  International 
Mission  Board,  P.O.  Box  6767,  Richmond, 
Va.,  23230. 


Looking  back 


Men's  Ministries  is  the  new  thrust  of  the  Brotherhood  Commission, 
complementing  the  work  of  highly  successful  groups  like  Promise 
Keepers.  The  program  officially  launches  in  October. 


Priceville  Church,  Tupelo,  bums  to  the  ground  after  an  apparent 
gas  explosion  injures  four  people  just  as  Sunday  School  begins.  A 
thunderstorm  that  kept  people  in  their  cars  outside  the  church  is  credited 
with  preventing  more  injuries. 


First  Church,  Vicksburg  votes  to  construct  a  new  facility  with  a 
1300-seat  sanctuary,  200-seat  chapel,  and  educational  space  for  1600. 
John  McCall  is  pastor. 


Champ's  Rally 
planned for 
Meridian  area 


Northcrest  Church, 

Meridian,  will  host  a 
Champion's  Rally  from  6-8 

C.m.  on  August  19,  sponsored 
y  Bill  Glass'  Champions  for 
Life,  Lauderdale  Association, 
and  local  business  owners. 

Tips  on  being  a  champion 
in  life  will  be  shared  by  pro¬ 
fessional  athletes  and  life 
champions,  including  for. 
Dallas  Cowboy  cheerleader 
Sonja  Samuel  and  Shawn 
Harper,  former  lineman  for 
the  Indianapolis  Colts.  Live 
music  will  oe  presented  by 
two  live  bands:  Everyday 
Sunday,  and  GBoyz. 

Event  coordinator  is  Jim 
Harris,  Northcrest  Church 
prison  ministry  director  and 
event  coordinator  for  Bill 
Glass'  Champions  for  Life.  The 
dress  for  the  event  is  casual 
attire.  There  is  no  cost  for  the 
event.  All  youth  are  invited. 

For  more  information, 
contact  Carolyn  Switzer  at 
Northcrest  Church,  (601) 
482-3498.  E-mail:  car- 
olyn@northcrestbaptist.com. 
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Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis- 
I  cretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Jaws  2005 

It  was  30  years  ago  that  the 
movie  Jaw's  brought  such  fear 
to  Americans  that  even  folks 
living  in  Kansas  were  scared  to 
put  their  toe  in  the  water  for 
tear  that  the  huge  monster 
would  lunge  at  them.  The  slow 
heartbeat  sounds  of  the  music 
of  Jaws  added  to  the  terror  that 
kids  and  grown  folks  alike  felt. 

In  the  summer  of  2005,  Jaws, 
not  the  movie,  but  in  real  life  has 
returned.  Three  attacks  have 
already  taken  place,  one  of  them 
being  fatal.  Beyond  that  ole  time 
fisherman  and  shack  watchers 
say  they  have  seen  more  sharks 
this  year  than  ever.  It  was  heart- 
brealdng  for  all  of  us  to  hear  of 
the  14  year-pld  girl  who  was 
about  100  yards  out  from  the 
shore  swimming  on  a  boegie 
board  with  her  fnend  when  sud¬ 
denly  she  was  attacked.  While 
the  friend  and  a  heroic  man 
came  to  her  rescue  to  help  her  to 
the  beach  and  then  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal,  it  was  to  no  avail.  She  had 
lost  too  much  life  and  energy 
and  too  much  blood  to  over¬ 
come  the  trauma.  I  suppose  all 
of  us  felt  the  hurt  and  the  horror 
of  the  loss.  The  following  attacks 
though  not  fatal  also  racheted 
up  our  concern  and  feelings.  It  is 
amazing  how  conscious  you  can 
become  and  how  fearful  you  can 
be  even  when  you  live  hundreds 
of  miles  from  the  beach. 

We  are  a  people  that  quickly 
gravitate  to  our  fears  and  our 
rears  quickly  consume  us.  After 
several  shark  attacks  along  the 
waters  of  the  Florida  Panhandle, 
people  were  worked  up  into  a 
frenzy.  The  U.S.  Annual  Average 
of  Animal-Related  Fatalities 
during  the  1990s  helps  you  to 
put  into  perspective  how 
unusual  the  shark  attacks  are 
and  how  we  lose  sight  of  other 
dangers  around  us.  More  peo¬ 
ple  are  killed  each  year  by  light¬ 
ning,  flooding,  and  even  from 
chotog  while  they  are  eating 
than  die  from  shark  attacks.  1 
may  be  wrong  but  hearing  that 
someone  choked  while  eating  a 
piece  of  steak  or  a  big  piece  of 
oroccoli  rarely  slows  anybody 
down  from  coming  to  the  table 
at  the  next  opportunity. 


‘Direcuwns 

Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Do  you  know  how  many  peo¬ 
ple  die  in  America  each  year 
from  shark  attacks?  According  to 
the  International  Shark  Attack 
File  the  figure  is  .4%.  That  means 
that  a  person  dies  from  a  shark 
attack  about  every  two  abd  a  half 
years  in  America.  I  am  not  saying 
this  is  insignificant,  but  let's  com¬ 
pare  this  figure  to  the  number  of 
people  killed  by  a  deer  each  year. 
Would  you  venture  to  guess  now 
many  people  ip  America  die  that 
way?  Annually,  130  people  die. 
Since  we  live  in  a  state  with  a 
huge  deer  population,  undoubt¬ 
ed^  most  of  us  are  probably  par¬ 
alyzed  with  fear  driving  down  a 
highway  through  a  wooded  area 
because  we  comd  be  in  jeopardy 
and  put  in  a  lih  or  death  situa¬ 
tion  fiom  a  deer  attack.  It  is  dan¬ 
gerous  and  while  we  may  think 
about  it,  we  probably  do  not  sit 
at  home  paralyzed  by  fear  even 
when  we  realize  the  danger. 

Now  the  reason  I  mention  all 
of  this  is  to  call  you  and  me  to  a 
proper  understanding  of  the 
rears  in  our  lives  and  the  best 
way  we  can  deal  with  them. 
Paul  wrote  to  the  young  preacher 
Timothy  and  said,  "God  hath 
not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear." 
Yet,  there  are  so  many  people 
who  are  moved  and  managed 
by  their  fears.  They  get  up  and 
face  the  day  fearfully,  mey  listen 
to  their  fears,  play  to  their  fears, 
and  act  and  react  in  fear.  They 
allow  fears  to  become  larger 
than  life.  They  are  stifled, 
stunned,  and  stymied  by  life's 
anxieties.  How  do  you  deal  with 
that?  How  do  you  go  on  in  fear? 
Let  me  offer  three  suggestions 
that  might  help  with  vmatever 
fears  you  may  be  grappling. 

Listen  to  the  cad  of  God  who 
says  repeatedly  throughout 
Scripture,  "Fear  not.  Fear  thou 
not  for  I  am  with  thee.  Fear  not." 


Does  that  mean  just  push  your 
fears  aside  and  ignore  them?  Not 
at  all!  It  means  listen  to  God  who 
cares  about  you  so  much  that  He 
will  be  with  you  in  every  circum¬ 
stance,  so  that  whatever  you  may 
face,  whomever  you  may  come 
up  against,  and  whatever  may 
attack  you  out  of  the  dark  waters 
of  Ufe,  God  knows.  You  can  live 
in  His  strength.  Sometimes  it  is 
not  a  matter  of  pushing  your 
fears  aside  so  much  as  it  is  allow¬ 
ing  God  to  come  on  the  scene.  I 
have  heard  people  say^"One  plus 
God  is  a  majority."  ^e  more  I 
understand  about  the  Lord  the 
more  I  realize  that  is  not  altogether 
true.  God  is  a  m^ority,  plus  or 
minus  anybody.  When  He  comes 
on  the  scene  of  your  life,  you  can 
trust  Him  and  rest  in  fire  confi¬ 
dence  that  He  will  not  forsake 
you,  walk  away  from  you,  or 
abandon  you.  He  will  be  there. 

Look  your  fears  squarely  in 
the  eye  and  see  them  for  what 
they  might  be.  Personally,  I  have 
never  had  a  fear  of  flying  though 
I  know  of  people  who  do.  There 
have  been  some  times,  places, 
weather  situations,  and  mechan¬ 
ical  difficulties  that  have  come 
up  while  1  have  been  flying  that 
1  wondered  if  maybe  I  snould  be 
afraid,  but  when  you  take  that 
fear  and  put  it  ihto  perspective, 
it  has  a  different  look  about  it. 

I  recently  ran  across  these 
aviation  statistics  about  why 
people  should  feel  safe  when 
flying  in  America.  The  stats  said 
that  mere  are  more  people  killed 
on  the  roads  and  nighways  in 
America  in  vehicle  accidents 
every  four  months  than  the 
combined  total  of  all  the  people 
who  have  died  in  airplane 
crashes  in  the  last  65  years.  Is 
that  not  overwhelming?  Yet  I 
know  of  very  few  people  who 
have  a  fear  of  getting  in  a  car  or 


driving  or  riding  somewhere. 
Well,  to  be  honest  I  don't  know 
anyone  who  is  paralyzed  by 
that  fear.  In  the  incidences  of  the 
sharks,  1  have  never  known 
someone  personally  who  has 
been  attacked  by  a  shark  much 
less  killed  by  one.  I  know  of 
very  few  people  who  have  even 
seen  a  shark  m  the  wild  yet  the 
fear  permeated  our  nation 
overnight,  while  on  the  other 
hand  I  have  known  of  scores  of 
people,  friends  or  family,  who 
were  injured  and  some  who 
were  killed  by  just  driving  from 
one  destination  to  another.  Look 
at  your  fears  in  stark  reality. 

Live  and  act  sensibly,  spiritu¬ 
ally,  and  even  joyfully  in  spite  of 
your  fears.  Be  who  God  wants 
you  to  be  today.  Go  where  He 
wants  you  to  go.  Do  what  He 
wants  you  to  do  and  with 
thoughtfulness  move  forward 
loiowing  that  whatever  happens 
God  can  use,  protect,  ana  bless 
you.  Those  three  young  men 
who  were  about  to  be  cast  into 
the  fiery  furnace  told  the  king 
that  everything  was  going  to  be 
all  right.  If  Goa  wants  us  to  walk 
tlvough  the  fire.  He  is  able  to 
care  for  every  one  of  our  needs 
and  bring  us  through.  If  God 
wants  us  to  die  in  the  fire,  then 
that  is  all  right  also  because  we 
still  belong  to  Him.  Face  today 
with  an  optimistic,  positive,  and 
triumphant  spirit  that  knows 
that  whatever  you  face,  whatev¬ 
er  may  be  on  tne  horizon  of  life, 
or  whatever  may  sneak  up  on 
you  without  you  seeing  or 
knowing  the  Lord  God  Alimghty 
is  in  charge.  Live  for  Him!  Jesus 
said,  "I  have  come  to  give  life 
and  to  give  it  more  abundantly." 
While  that  may  encompass  a 
hundred  different  things  related 
to  the  needs  in  your  ufe  today, 
one  is  the  fact  that  He  is  the  God 
of  glorious  conquest.  God  is  not 
controlled  by  fears,  and  He  does 
not  want  His  people  to  be 
shaped  by  cmxieties  cind  uncer¬ 
tainties  but  rather  to  be  shaped 
by  a  life  that  is  lived  for  Him.  He 
is  the  Lord  of  life,  and  He  is  the 
Lord  over  all  of  the  sharks  bf  life. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


PLAYING  GOD? 

Editor: 

In  your  June  23  column  in  The  Baptist 
Record  concerning  Terri  Schiavo,  you 
failed  to  mention  that  her  husband  had 
worked  earnestly  for  four  years  to  help 
rehabilitate  Terri.  When  tne  attending 
physician  and  other  consulting  physicians 
determined  that  she  was  brain  dead  and 
suggested  removing  the  tube,  could  it  not 
have  been  that  they  were  acknowledging 
that  God  is  sovereign  and  that  medicalsci- 
ence,  for  all  its  progress,  is  limited? 

G^,  in  His  mercy  and  through  His  per¬ 
missive  wiU,  has  allowed  medicm  science  to 
come  a  long  way  in  saving  lives  through 
emergency  measures.  However,  are  we  try¬ 
ing  to  play  God  when  we  refuse  to  allow  a 
loved  one  relief  from  a  brain  dead  body? 
When  we  use  artificial  means  to  keep  a  body 
on  the  earth  when  all  cognizance  is  gone,  are 
we  prolonging  life  or  death?  More  impor¬ 
tantly,  ate  we  usurping  Gcxl's  authority? 

I  do  not  believe  in  euthanasia  nor  in 


destroying  unborn  children;  I  do  believe 
that  we  need  to  be  very  careful  how  we 
use  the  blessings  God  has  given  us.  It  is 
my  prayer  that  God  will  endow  us  with 
the  wisdom  to  properly  utilize  the 
knowledge  He  has  so  bountifully  given. 
Frances  Smith 
Jackson 


SICK  AND  TIRED 
Editor: 

In  reference  to  Paul  Hadinger's  June 
16  letter  to  the  editor  concerning  "Rick 
Warren's  books  and  the  activities  that  are 
based  upon  them  in  thousands  of 
churches,''  I  am  getting  sick  and  tired  of 
people  who  have  notning  better  to  do 
than  to  run  down  those  wffio  are  willing 
to  do  whatever  it  takes  to  reach  out  to 
the  lost  and  bring  them  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

Hadinger  pointed  to  a  couple  of  red 
flags  that  I  have  questions  about.  Red  Flag 


#1:  The  attention  that  "the  controlled,  anti- 
Christian  major  media"  gives  "to  Warren 
and  his  movement."  I  wonder,  do 
Hadinger  and  those  who  agree  with  him 
feel  the  same  way  about  the  highly 
respected  Billy  Graham?  And  what  about 
Jesus?  It's  interesting  that  He  was  treated 
in  much  the  same  way  W  the  religious 
leaders  of  His  day.  Red  Flag  #2:  I  don't 
know  exactly  what  Ken  Blanchard  is  doing 
at  Saddleback,  but  I've  never  heard  him 
referred  to  as  a  New  Age  guru /mystic. 

It  never  fails.  Anytime  a  person  or  a 
church  begins  to  be  used  greatly  of  God, 
there  are  always  plenty  of  pastors  and 
other  Christians  to  open  fire.  I  would  love 
to  ask  all  those  who  criticize  Warren  and 
Saddleback,  how  many  people  did  you 
lead  to  the  Lord  last  year?  How  many  bap¬ 
tisms  did  your  church  record  last  year? 

Maybe  if  we  all  got  busy  serving  the 
Lord,  we  wouldn't  have  time  to  sit  around 
and  criticize  those  who  are. 

Anthony  Miller,  pastor 
Calvary  Church,  Yazoo  City 

(cant'd  on  page  5) 
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LITERAL  BIBLE  There  is  also  an  error  in  an  article 

P  .  entitled.  Motions,  resolutions  consid- 

hditor:  ered  at  SBC,  on  page  nine  of  the  same 

Rudolph  is  no  inore  violent  than  Baptist  Record.  The  article  quotes 
IS  the  Bible  from  which  he  drew  his  Shortt  as  urging  "Southern  Baptists  to 
mspiration.  He  literally  became  a  'investigate  diligently...  to  determine 
Christian  soldier  in  the  war  on  evil,  if  your  school  district  is  betraying 
When  we  sing.  Onward  Christian  your  trust  by  teaching  homosexuality 

Eric's  song.  as  an  acceptable  lifestyle.'"  Contrary 

The  Bible  taken  literally,  as  many  to  the  way  the  article  reads,  this  was 
Southern  Baptist  do,  instructs  us  to  kill  not  an  amendment  but  simply  a  state- 
people  for  any  number  of  reasons.  For  ment  by  Shortt  when  he  endorsed  the 
example,  the  penalty  for  breaking  most  resolution  recommended  by  the 
of  the  Ten  Commandments  is  explicitly  Resolutions  Committee, 
spelled  put  as  death.  See  for  yourself:  The  amendment  came  from  another 

•  Taking  the  Lord's  name  in  vain,  messenger  and  stated,  "that  we  com- 

Leviticus  24:16.  mend  godly  teachers  and  students  who 

•  Working  on  the  Sabbath,  feel  called  by  God  to  take  a  stand  for 

Exodus  31:15.  Christ  in  secular  schools  as  a  light  shin- 

•  Cursing  one's  father  or  mother,  ing  in  the  darkness."  This  was  the 

Exodus  21:17.  amendment  that  the  Resolutions 

•  Adultery,  Leviticus  20:10.  Committee  accepted  as  friendly  and 

We  are  also  instructed  to  kill  any  for-  which  was  then  approved  and  adopted. 


eign  or  homegrown  missionaries  of  any 
faith  other  than  Christianity,  even  if  they 
are  our  children  or  relatives 
(Deuteronomy  13:6-11). 

As  we  condemn  Eric  Rudolph  for 
what  he  did,  we  should  also  consider  our 
own  h)j)ocrisy  for  preaching  that  the 
Bible  is  uterally  true  and  then  selectively 
omitting  the  verses  we  find  troubling. 

Least  you  say  the  Bible  is  completely 
accurate  out  only  needs  to  be  "interoret- 
ed,"  I  direct  you  to  Deuteronomy  li:l-5, 
which  explains  that  the  Scriptures  are 
not  to  be  interpreted  rationally,  but 
should  be  observed  exactly  as  presented 
—  just  like  Rudolph  did. 

Jim  Clinton 
Louisville 


I  do  appreciate  your  positive  com¬ 
ments  about  what  was  truly  a  great 
annual  meeting. 

Ida  South 

Mathiston 

Editor Js  note:  South  was  a  member  of  the 
2005  Resolutions  Committee  that  served  at 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  annual 
meeting  in  Nashville  earlier  this  summer. 


LESSON  LEARNED 
Editor: 


I  am  writing  regarding  the  services  of 
our  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night  on 
Iv  22  at  the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in 


CORRECTIONS 


MS  PosiriONS 


July  22  at  the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in 
Jackson.  I  hope  this  Youm  Night  will  be 
a  lesson  learned  for  future  committees 
who  have  the  awesome  responsibility  of 
planning  this  night. 

Editor:  In  the  13  years  I  have  pastored,  I 

The  June  30  editorial  in  The  Baptist  have  attended  Youth  Night  most  every 
Record  incorrectly  reports  on  the  educa-  year  and  was  proud  I  did.  To  see  the 
tion  resolution  tnat  was  presented  by  young  people  respond  to  God's  call 
the  Resolutions  Committee  to  the  during  the  invitation  has  always  given 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Bruce  me  chills  down  my  spine,  a  lump  in 
Shortt  and  V^die  Baucham  did  pro-  my  throat,  and  a  tear  in  my  eye.  To  see 
pose  a  new  resolution  but  did  not  bring  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  take  the  Word 
pack  the  old  one  from  last  year.  The  new  of  God  and  work  in  the  lives  of  these 
resolution  was  looked  at  and  appreciat-  young  people  is  I  amazing.  However, 
ed  by  the  Resolutions  Committee  but  it  that  was  not  the  case  this  past  Youth 
was  not  the  one  that  was  presented  by  Night.  There  was  very  little  movement 
the  committee  to  the  messengers.  The  during  the  invitation  apart  from  the 
presented  resolution  came  from  the  counselors  positioning  themselves. 
Resolutions  Committee  itself.  Contrary  This  lack  of  movement  1  believe  was 
to  the  editorial,  the  quotes  given  were  due  to  the  lack  of  the  Word  of  God 
not  in  the  Baucom  and  Shortt  resolution,  being  proclaimed. 

Instead,  th^  originated  with  the  To  tnose  of  you  who  were  not  there. 
Resolutions  Committee.  the  night's  services  included  music 


(geared  toward  youth,  and  good),  a 
skit  through  drama,  more  music,  and 
then  the  second  part  of  the  drama  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  invitation. 

You  cannot  substitute  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  God's  Word  with  a  skit  or 
drama  and  expect  a  movement  of  God 
without  preaching  His  Word.  As  a 
Mississippi  Baptist,  I  believe  July  22 
was  a  great  opportunity  lost! 

Sean  K.  Tutor,  pastor 
Brewer  Church 
Shannon 


FRUIT  REMAINS 
Editor: 

We  would  like  to  thank  Mississippi 
Baptists  for  their  prayers  and  finan¬ 
cial  support  during  our  recent  trip  to 
Southeast  Asia.  Yfe  would  especially 
like  to  thank  Ken  Rhodes,  Virginia 
Fairley,  and  Mitzi  Curry  (Missions 
Mobilization  Dept,  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board)  for  all  their 
encouragement  and  hard  work  tha(  it 
took  to  get  us  there  and  back.  We 
appreciate  so  much  Beulah  Church  in 
Newton  County  sending  us  on  this 
journey  with  so  much  love  and  sup¬ 
port,  and  to  all  our  friends  and  family 
across  Mississippi  we  say  thank  you. 

John  15:16  says,  "You  did  not 
choose  Me,  but  1  chose  you,  and 
appointed  you,  that  you  snould  go 
and  bear  fruit,  and  that  your  fruit 
should  remain,  that  whatever  you  ask 
of  the  Father  in  My  name.  He  may 
give  you."  God  chose  us  to  go  to 
Southeast  Asia  for  five  weeks  and  we 
obeyed  the  Lord's  call  to  go.  He  said 
that  He  appointed  us  and  that  we  were 
to  bear  fruit  and  that  it  would  remain. 

The  Lord  answered  all  our  prayers 
and  the  trip  was  a  great  success.  On 
our  trip  we  planted,  watered,  and 
even  saw  some  harvest.  We  believe 
that  our  work  will  continue  to  bear 
fruit  and  will  remain.  Mississippi 
Baptists  made  an  investment  in  our 
lives  and  in  the  Kingdom  work.  We 
are  proud  to  be  Mississippi  Baptists 
and  are  thank¬ 
ful  for  all  the 
encourage- 
ment  and 

resources  that 
enable  us  to  be 
Acts  1:8 

Christians. 

Leroy  and 
Sharon  Brewer 

Brandon 


MANY  THANKS 
Editor: 

Many  thanks  are  due  Mississippi 
Baptists  for  helping  with  our  expenses 
on  the  Vancouver  vision  Journey.  We 
had  a  very  compatible  group  of  23.  We 
bless  God  for  the  privilege  of  going. 
Pray  for  the  Focus  Team  in  Vancouver 
as  well  as  for  those  who  will  be  going 
there  to  minister.  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  Canada  is  a  Focus  City  for 
next  year  in  partnership  with  our 
North  American  Mission  Board. 
Truman  D.  Scarborough 
Director  of  Missions 
North  Central  Association 
Grenada 


VERY  GRATEFUL 
Editor: 

Ruth  and  I  are  very  grateful  for  the 
opportunity  to  be  involved  in  mis¬ 
sions.  We  want  to  thank  Mississippi 
Baptists  for  their  support  and  for  mak¬ 
ing  it  possible  for  us  to  be  on  mission. 

Witnout  knowing  where,  how,  or 
when,  Ruth  and  I  said  "yes"  to  God's 
voice  during  a  Missions  Celebration 
in  George-Greene  Association. 

God  said  where:  Bismarck,  N.D. 
God  said  how:  through  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board's  Mission 
Mobilization  Department.  God  said 
when:  January  2005,  two  months  after 
our  commitment. 

We  left  Lucedale  in  75-degree 
weather  and  arrived  in  Bismarck  in 
minus  30-degree  weather.  We  were 
there  for  six  months  serving  with  the 
wonderful  people  of  Capitol  Heights 
Church  in  Kingdom  work. 

God  did  a  great  work  amongst  us. 
Please  pray  for  Pastor  Glenn,  his  wife 
Penny,  ana  their  six  children.  They  do 
have  a  heartbeat  for  North  Dakota. 

Thank  you,  Mississippi  Baptists, 
for  your  heartbeat  for  pioneer  mis¬ 
sions  in  the  Dakotas. 

Roger  and  Ruth  Gilbert 

Lucedale 


Classified  Ads 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 


Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com.  www.lowerm 


ill.conVharoldtt. 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACA-  HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
TION  CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescon-  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
dos.com.  All  size  units  available.  Late  Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
Summer  sF>ecials,  2  night  weekend  RECOVER  CHURCH  PEWS.  Let  us  cover 
$160,  4  weeknights  $250.  Efficiency  or  recover  your  church  pews.  Free  esti- 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  LAMBERT,  references  to  youth  committee  chairman, 
MISS.,  is  seeking  a  part-time  minister  of  First  Baptist  Church,  73  North  Second  St., 
music.  Please  send  resumes  to  First  Rolling  Fork,  MS  39159. _  ^ _ 


Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  145,  Lambert, 
MS  38643  or  contact  church  office  at 
(662)  326-7772,  8:00  a.m.-12  noon, 
Monday-Friday.  Call  Don'  O'Quinn  after 

6:00  p.m.  at  (662)  326-7336. _ 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH/CHILDREN:  Dry 
Creek  Baptist  Church  in  Magee, 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  First  Baptist  Church 


SEEKING  YOUTH  MINISTER.  Position 
is  bi-vocational  working  with  7th 
through  1 2  grades.  Located  about  36 
miles  south  of  Memphis,  Tennessee 


unit  (2  adults  2  kids).  Good  8/7  thru  9/5, 
(205)  556-0368  or  (205)  554-1 524. 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  lACKSON^  CHRIST¬ 
IAN  OWNED.  All  home  improvements, 


mates,  call  Bobby  Otts,  (662)  512-5713. 
A  CHRISTIAN  CHILDREN'S  HOME  , 
m  northwest  Alabama  is  seeking  a 
Christian  couple  to  work  with  boys 
ages  6  to  18.  The  home  is  for  abused, 
neglected,  orphaned  and  homeless 


Mississippi.  Resumes  being  accepted  for  38702,  www.ffacgreenville.net. 


a  bivocational  minister  of  youth/children. 
Send  resume  to  Dry  Creek  Baptist 


in  Greenville,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  dynamic  and  7  miles  east  of  Senatobia  in  north- 
individual  to  oversee  its  music  and  worship  west  Mississippi.  Please  send  your 
ministries.  Approx.  Sunday  School  atten-  resume  to  Looxahoma  Baptist  Church, 
dance  400,  blended  worship,  TV  and  radio  attention:  search  team,  808  Lyles 

ministry.  Send  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Road,  Senatobia,  MS  38668. _ 

Church,  P.O.  Box  1163,  Greenville,  MS  MURPHY  CREEK  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

38702,  www.ffacgreenville.net. _ _  LOUISVILLE,  MISS.,  is  seeking  a  part- 

VALLEY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  time  youth  director.  Please  send 


vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  boys.  Position  provides  salary  plus 


roofs,  patio  covets,  screen  and  glass  rooms. 
(601 )  992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 


benefits.  For  more  information  call 
(256)  356-8900.  _ 


DISABILITY  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  RURAL  LAND  WANTED:  minister  seeks 
We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to  country  getaway  under  $600/acre. 


choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 


Burton.b@sbcglobal.net  or  (800)  880- 
4988  and  ask  for  Brian. 


VALLEY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  time  youth  director.  Please  send 
Pontotoc  Association  seeks  part-time  (bi-  resume  and  references  to  Murphy 


MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  New  plan,  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
saving  seniors  hundreds  a  year!  Call  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 


Church,  1246  Dry  Creek  Road, 

Mendenhall,  MS  391 14. _ 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  ASSISTANT  needed 


Road,  vocational) 


Housing  Creek  Baptist  Church,  attn:  youth 


available,  mail  resume  to  81 5  Kings  Hwy, 
lYintotoc,  MS  38863.  _ _ 


for  the  instrumental/orchestra  ministry  of  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  WITH  SOME 
a  Pearl/Brandon  area  southern  Baptist  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  RESPONSIBILI- 


director  search  committee,  5420  Bond 

Road,  Louisville,  MS  39339. _ _ 

FIRST  CHURCH,  CLUCKSTADT, 
Miss.,  seeking  a  music  minister  for 


today  and  receive  our  free  information 
letter  on  the  new  prescription  plans  now 
available  to  qualified  seniors.  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  toll  free  (877)  232-0686. 

BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO, 


Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-661 7  _ 

GROWING  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  IN  PRAIRIEVILLE,  LOUIS¬ 
IANA,  seeks  dynamic  music  minister. 
Duties  to  include  leadership  of  all 


church.  Call  Ronriie  at  (601)  946-9406  TIES.  Full  or  part-time  possible.  Church  Sunday  mornings  and  Wednesday  street  level,  2  bedroom/bath.  Sleeps  music  worship  services,  along  with 


for  more  information. _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  ROLLING 
FORK,  Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  youth.  Please  send  resumes  with 


is  6  miles  north  of  Blue  Mountain 
College.  Send  resuiiie  to  Springdale 


nights  only.  Blended  worship,  free- 
flowing  format.  Contact  Author 


Baptist  Church,  581  East  Walnut  Street,  Comans  at  (601)  209-6000  or  email 
Ripley,  MS  38663.  authorcomans@aol.com. 


6,  family  atmosphere,  washer/dryer, 
furnished  with  ail  the  extras.  Please 
call  after  4:30  p.m.  on  weekdays, 
(662)  746-6702. 


adult  and  children's  choirs.  Church 
located  right  off  1-10  south  of  Baton 
Rouge.  Fax  resumes  to  (225)  673- 
6624, or  email  dutchbc@eatel.net. 


August  18, 2005 


The  Baptist  Record 


1.  The  WMU  Day  Groim  from 
Calvary  Church,  Green¬ 
wood,  assembled  hygiene 
kits  for  missions  projects. 
Shown,  front  row,  are 
Martha  Carpenter,  Ruth 
Brewer,  Emily  Boyd,  Gwen 
Jordan;  back  row,  Nita 
Morrison,  Dorothy  Lehman, 
Dorris  Miller,  and 
Elizabeth  Parkerson. 


2.  Cato  Church,  Rankin 
Association,  recently  held 
a  baby  dedication  service. 
Shown  are  pasltor  Marty 
Wilson;  Lee,  Carley,  and 
Carla  Dawkins;  Wesley  and 
Robert  Boyd;  and  Jennifer, 
Hollyn,  and  Zac  Houston. 

3.  A  group  of  GAs  from 
First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
attended  Camp  Garaywa 
this  summer.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

4.  Bethel  Church,  Water 
Valley,  licensed  Laramie 
Minga  and  Danny  Harris  to 
the  ministry.  Shown  are 
Minga,  Harris,  and  pastor 
James  Edwards. 


1.  WMU  Day  Group,  Calvary  Church,  Greenwood 


6.  Groundbreaking,  Mt.  Manna  Church,  Tate  County 


2.  Baby  Dedication,  Cato  Church,  Rankin  Association 


7.  White  Licensed  to  Ministry,  Big  Creek  Church,  Big  Creek 


5.  Twelve  RA  boys  from 
Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  attended  camp 
at  Central  Hills  July  25-29. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

6.  Mt.  Manna  Church,  Tate 
County,  had  a  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremony  for 
their  new  sanctuary  June 
12.  Shown  are  Lurine 
Embrey,  the  church's 
longest  standing  member, 
and  Jay  Thomason,  pastor. 

7.  Big  Creek  Church,  Big 
Creek,  licenses  Matthew 
White  to  the  minist^  July 
31.  Shown  are  Jimmy 
Gaskin,  Chris  Conlee, 
White,  and  Jim  Warner. 


3.  GAs  Attending  Camp  Garaywa,  First  Church,  Kosciusko 


8.  Missionaries,  Crenshaw  Church,  Crenshaw 


8.  Crenshaw  Church,  Cren¬ 
shaw,  hosted  36  mission¬ 
aries  from  Waldorf, 
Maryland,  who  conduct¬ 
ed  VBS  and  work  projects. 
The  group  represented 
Potomac  Association, 
Maryland,  where  Richard 
Logsdon  is  the  DOM. 
Clint  Harris  is  pastor. 

9.  First  Church,  Terry, 
ordained  James  Bailey,  John 
Freels,  and  Andy  Fulungton 
as  deacons.  Shown  are 
Freels,  Bailey,  pastor  John 
Pace,  and  Fullington. 

10.  East  Moss  Point  Church, 
Moss  Point,  celebrated  115 
years  of  ministry  July  31. 
Jimmie  Milam  brou^t  the 
message,  and  Qiarles 
Rodgers  spoke  on  behalf  of 
the  Jackin  Association. 
Shown  are  pastor  Allen 
Hays,  Mandy  Hays,  Abby 
Grace  Hays,  Jimmie  Milam, 
Grace  Milam,  Charles 
Rogers,  and  Debbie  Rogers. 


4.  Licensing  of  Minga  and  Harris,  Bethel  Church,  Water  Valley 


9.  Deacon  Ordination,  First  Church,  Terry 


5.  Central  Hills  Camp,  Rocky  Creek  Church,  Lucedale 


10.  Homecoming  Celebration,  East  Moss  Pbint  Church,  Moss  Pbint 
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Just  for  the  Record 


College  News 


1.  Amaziah  Church,  Hickory  Flat,  rec¬ 
ognizes  their  VBS  participants, 
shown.  Leonard  O.  Howell,  pastor; 
Jason  Howell,  assistant  pastor. 

2.  Fellowshm  Church,  Ellisville,  held 
their  VBS  June  20-24,  collecting 
$409.23  for  the  B^tist  Children's 
Village.  Sharon  Thompson,  VBS 
director;  Eudell  Hill,  pastor. 

3.  Eastwood  Church,  Indianola,  held 
VBS  June  6-0,  with  an  average  of 
101  children  and  22  teachers  aijd 
helpers  attending.  The  group  raised 
$304  for  the  Baptist  Children's 
Village.  Lois  Mitchell,  VBS  director; 
Matthew  Powell,  music  director; 
Billy  Thomas  pastor.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants. 

4.  Eastport  Church,  luka,  held  its  VBS 
with  20  children  participating  and 
one  profession  of  faith.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants  during  a 
scavenger  hunt 

5.  Slayden  Church,  Slayden,  held  its 
VBS  with  132  students  enrolled 
with  an  average  attendance  of  99;  87 
teachers /helpers  enrolled  with  21 
decisions  recorded;  Toni  Hunsucker 
and  Lisa  Jones  co-directors; 
Benjamin  Smothers,  worship  leader. 

6.  Parkway  Church,  Houston,  held  its 
VBS  July  24-28  with  213  enrolled 
and  an  average  attendance  of  161. 
Total  offering  was  $213.85  for  the 
Baphst  Children's  Village.  Rebecca 
Mathis,  VBS  director;  Randy 
Rinehart,  pastor. 

7.  Wellman  Church,  Bogue  Chitto, 
held  its  VBS  with  90  enrolled  and  an 
average  attendance  of  73.  Amy 
Larue,  director;  Ronnie  McKee,  assis¬ 
tant  director;  David  Caves,  pastor. 


1.  Amaziah  Church,  Hickory  Flat 


4.  Eastport  Church,  luka 


2.  Fellowship  Church,  Ellisville 


3.  Eastwood  Church,  Indianola 


5.  Slayden  Church,  Slayden 


2.  The  Commission  on 
Colleges  (COC)  of  the 
Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  recent¬ 
ly  announced  that  the 
accreditation  of  Blue 
Mountain  College  (BMC) 
has  been  reaffirmed  as  a 
result  of  actions  taken  by  the 
COC  on  June  23.  This 
announcement  marked  the 
culmination  of  more  than 
three  years  of  institutional 
study  and  preparation. 
Pictured  are  Bettye  Coward 
(left),  BMC  President,  and 
Bobby  Martin,  chairman  of 
the  soiool's  trustee  board. 


11.  Tate  Church,  Corinth,  13.  Wellman  Church,  Bogue 

sent  27  people  on  a  mis-  Chitto,  recently  sent  sev- 

sion  trip  to  Mt.  Vernon.,  eral  youth  on  a  mission 

111.  The  group  conducted  trip  to  Eureka  Springs, 

VBS,  painted  a  church  Ark.,  and  Branson,  Mo. 

building,  did  construction  The  group  held  recreation 

work,  and  conducted  two  and  Bible  stories  at  an 

revivals.  Also,  Diane  area  wilderness  camp  and 

Phillips,  Patty  Webb,  enjoyed  the  Great  Passion 

Peggy  Woodhouse,  and  Play  and  Silver  Dollar 

Bret  McKee  went  to  City.  David  Caves,  pastor. 

Romania  this  summer  to 

do  medical  mission  work  14.  First  Church,  Terry, 
and  to  lead  a  youth  camp.  recently  gave  a  generous 

offering  of  $2,768.55  to 

12.  Calvary  Church,  Vicks-  the  Baptist  Children's 

burg,  will  show 'Love's  Village,  which  included 

Enduring  Promise,  from  $932.36  raised  during 

best-selling  author  Janette  Vacation  Bible  School  by 

Oke,  Aug.  23,  6:30  p.m.  the  children  who  donated 

Admission  is  two  cans  of  316  pounds  of  coins  dur- 

food  for  Keystone  Ministries.  ing  "Coin  Wars." 


3.  Maria  Teel  was  recently 
named  the 
new 

tor  Blue 
Mountain 
College's 
Office  of 
Admissions. 


1.  BMC  reaccreditation:  Coward  (left)  and  Martin 


1.  Mississippi  College  (MC) 
hosts  Super  Choctaw  Sat¬ 
urday  on  Aug.  20,  5  p.m.,  A. 
E.  Wood  Coliseum;  ham- 
burcer  and  hot  dog  dinner 
with  the  opportunity  to  meet 
Choctaw  sprits  players  and 
coaches;  7  p.m.  scrimmage 


garhe  at  Robinson-Hale 
Stadium.  Door  prizes.  Dinner 
tickets  are  $7  advance,  $10  at 
the  door;  children  6-13, 
Call  (601)  925-3228  or  (800) 
232-3945  for  information  and 
reservations,  or  e-mail 
alumni@mc.edu. 


^l-LifeWa 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales 
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Staff  Changes 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFC.  CO 

BAPTISTRIES  ' 

WATER  HEATERS 
STEEPLES 
CROSSES 


Bni  •  Cr.inqc*  Tc^.t.  77*j30  ^ 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


Slayden  Church,  Slayden,  has  call^ 
Mark  Mathis  as  Education /Music  minis¬ 
ter.  Mathis  comes  from  the  Alcorn  Coimty 
school  system.  Shown  are  Mathis,  Misty 
Mathis,  and  Connor  Mathis. 

Chester  Church,  Ackerman,  has 
called  Steve  Jordan  as  pastor  effective 
July  17.  Jordan  comes  from  First  Church, 
Marion,  and  is  a  graduate  of  MC  and 
New  Orleans  Semina^.  He  and  his  wife 
Mary  have  two  sons.  Trey  and  Philip. 

First  Church,  Greenville,  has  called 
Tricia  Fenn  as  minister  to  preschool 
and  children.  Fenn  comes  from  North 
Fort  Worth  Church,  Fort  Worth,  Tex., 
and  is  a  graduate  of  Southwestern 
Seminary  and  Auburn  University. 


Arkadelphia  Church,  Tupelo;  Mon.-Wed.,  10  a.m.-12 
Bailey:  Homecoming,  Aug.  noon;  speakers  include  Mickey 
21;  Sunday  School,  10:00  Daliymple,  James  Lewis,  and 
a.m.;  Worship,  11:00  a.m.;  Jim  Futral;  music  each  day  by 
Potluck  to  follow.  Gary  Aron  Tomes,  with  special 
Smith,  First  Church,  Carrier,  music  each  day  and  a  fellow- 
guest  speaker. 

Bunker  Hill  Church, 

Columbia:  Revival,  Aug. 

2B-31;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p^.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.s 
Gene  Douglas,  evangelist; 

Larry  Lott,  music. ' 

Concord  Church,  Bruce: 

Revival,  Aug.  21-24;  Sun., 

11  a.m.  and  Sun.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Walk  by  Faith  (Michael 
Waldrop,  Kevin  Waldrop, 
and  Mark  Richie)  preaching 
and  singine;  Bill  Williamson, 


Christ 


New  Providence  Church, 
Carthage:  Homecoming,  Sept 
18;  registration,  9  a.m.;  worship, 
10  a.m.  followed  by  fellowship 
lundi;  Smith  Sanders,  pastor. 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Clark 
County:  Homecoming,  Aug. 
21;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed 
Faith  Church,  Ovett:  W  lunch;  Bobby  Walker, 
Revival,  Aug.  21-24;  Sun.,  Clara,  guest  speaker;  Terry 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor-  Irby,  pastor, 
ship,  11  a.m.;  fellowship  meal 

12:56  p.m.  followed  by  after-  Oak  Grove  Church,  Lake: 
noon  service;  Mon.-  Wed.,  7  Revival,  Aug.  21-24;  Sunday 
p.m.;  Macon  Phillips,  preach-  School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
mg.  Jerry  Stroo,  pastor.  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish 

lundi  and  afternoon  service, 
Heiit^e  Heights  Church,  l:30pjn.;Mon.-Wed.,6:30pjn.; 
Laurel:  Revival,  Sept  18-21;  Kevm  Cooper,  preaching 
Sun.,  worship,  i6:45  a.m.  and  6  Danny  Harrison,  music;  Keim 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  lunch  and  McGee,  pastor, 
devotion  at  noon  and  worship, 

7  p.m.;  Jim  Futral,  preaching;  Shiloh  Church,  Sontag: 
Bifi  Chancellor,  music.  Homecoming,  Aug.  28; 

Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor- 
Highland  Church,  Crystal  ship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  cov- 
Spriius:  Revival,  Aug.  21—24;  ered  dish  lunch  and  afternoon 
Sun.,  &00p.m.;Mon.-Wed.,  7:00  singing;  Eddie  Bates,  preach- 
p.m.;  Jerry  Reed,  Lighthouse  ing;  Larry  Romack,  pastor. 
Church,  Pascagoula,  evangelist; 

Ronnie  Whittington,  music.  Trinity  Church,  Carthage: 

Revival,  Aug.  28-31;  Sun.,  11 
Lee  County  Association:  a.m.  and  Sun.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Senior  Adult  Revival,  Aug.  Ricky  Gray,  preaching;  Mark 
29-31,  at  Harrisburg  Church,  Jones,  music. 


Requests  the 

Honor  of 
>  Your 
V  Presence 
F  in  Heaven 


Mathis  Family 


August  28-29,  2005 

Meadow  Grove  Baptist  Church 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


At  the  Aflsimrs  in  Genesis  meeting, 
you'H  dncotnr  the  answers  to  the  pressing 
nMNil  issiies  being  confhNited  in  today's 
"culture  wars”  Ike: 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Ckxi  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


m  Gay  marriage 

m  RaamaloftheTeaCannaodmeats 
trim  pabtc  plaees 

m  Death  &  aathriig.... 

¥>hy  does  God  aMow  them? 
m  Emhitkm  A  Humamsm  la  schools 
m  lacreasiag  aboftloa 

m  Tooasleariagtheehorehin 
hagsnumbors 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  receiivd  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  Cod,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  mme." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


/answers 

Ain  Genesis 

Call  INFOUNE  at  601.825.5704 
for  event  details. 


Cedar  Heights 
Baptist  Church 


(A  Southern  Baptist  Congregation) 

North  Little  Rocky  Arkansas 

Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 

$2,600,000 

First  Mortgage  Bonds 

earn  a  »  ^  July  2005 

UP  TO  #  Rates  Range 

/  /U  4.20%  to  7.45% 

Bond  Maturity  Range:  6  months  to  2S  years 

Bonds  are  available  in  multiples  of  $250.  These  bonds  may  be 
placed  in  self-directed  retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offer  is  made 
by  prospectus  only.  For  more  information  about  this  bond  issue,  obtain  a  prospectus,  which 
describes  all  cf  the  particulars  cf  this  undertaking.  Read  it  car^lly  before  you  invest  or 
send  money.  All  bonds  are  offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  prior  sale. 

p. ,  1430  Lelia  Drive  For  Additional  Information  Contact: 

iKiveS  1 1  Jackson,  MS  392 1 6  Toitt  Daniel 

(800)^748-8877 
tdaniel@rivesleavelL  com 
wmv.  rivesleavelL  com 


1.800.930.7144 

•  Providing  a  full  range  of  both  school 
and  conunercial  buses 


Buses  in  stock  ranging  from  1 5  to  51 
passengers 

Feeturing  safer  body  construction, 
higher  passenger  capacity  and 
greater  seating  comfort 

Quality  products,  Competitive  pricing 

vwvw.thebuscenter.com 


P.O.  Box  4900 
Jackson,  MS  39296 
601-948-4500 


Sarving  But  4  Van  aatnlatilot  SIneo  1072 
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Does  it  really  matter...  contacting  your  legislators 


By  Jimmy  Porter 

A  Baptist  lay¬ 
man  tired  qf  the 
bingo  establish¬ 
ment  operating 
the  same  hours 
Porter  his  church  was 
having  services, 
especially  since  they  were  so 
close  to  one  another.  The 
Christian  Action  Commission 
(CAC)  suggested  he  contact  his 
state  representative  about  the 
situation.  He  did.  His  represen- 
tahve  filed  a  bill  stipulating  the 
hours  bingo  coula  operate  if 
within  a  certain  distance  to  a 
church.  The  bill  passed  both 
houses  and  the  governor 
signed  it  into  law.  One  man 
made  a  difference.  , 

President  Abraham  Lincmn, 
in  his  Gettysburg  Address  on 
November  19,  1863,  said,  "... 
and  that  government  of  the 
people,  by  the  people,  for  the 
people,  shall  not  perish  from 
the  earth."  President  Lincoln 
stated  a  relevant  truth  at  a  time 
when  our  nation  stood  at  the 


crossroads  of  survival  or 
extinction.  Government  is  a 
people  business.  Our  form  of 
government,  democracy,  is  des¬ 
tined  to  succeed  or  fail  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  number  of 
pe^le  willing  to  participate. 

Tnroughout  the  course  of  a 
year  you  are  often  asked  to  con¬ 
tact  your  senator  or  representa¬ 
tive  to  express  your  opinion  on 
certain  legislative  issues.  Does 
it  make  a  difference  whether 
you  respond  or  not? 

My  representative,  Philip 
Gunn,  recently  said,  "We  per¬ 
ceive  one  phone  call  represents 
10  to  20  people."  Therefore,  if  he 
gets  forty  phone  calls  about  an 
Issue,  that  could  mean  four  to 
eight  hundred  people  are  pas¬ 
sionately  concerned.  The  trum  is 
your  senators  and  representa¬ 
tives  want  to  hear  from  you. 

Following  are  a  few  sug-  _ 

gestions  as  to  how  to 
effectively  address  a  bill 
or  issue  with  your  legis- 
lators.  First,  you  MUST 
find  out  the  district  in 
which  you  live  and  who  it  is 


that  represents  you.,  Your  county 
clerk  will  provide  you  with  this 
information  if  you  kindly  ask. 
You  must  also  secure  the  mail¬ 
ing  address  and  phone  numbers 
in  Washington,  Jackson,  and/or 
area  offices  if  applicable. 

The  next  step  is  to  determine 
the  best  way  to  contact  them. 
You  need  to  Icnow  that  some  do 
not  utilize  e-mail.  Therefore, 
sending  e-mail  or  forwarding 
form  letters  via  e-mail  is  a  waste 
of  time  if  your  representative  is 
one  of  those  —  but  they  ALL  talk 
on  the  phone,  read  letters,  and 
visit  with  their  constituents  — 
thus  the  three  best  ways 
to  contact  them.  A# 


Before  con-^^^ 

Hr  tacting  your  representa- 
tives,  do  your  homework. 
wK  Know  the  subject  matter, 
the  number  of  the  bill,  if 
w  applicable,  and  be  able  to 
state  your  position  in  two  to 


three  minutes.  A  good  rule  of 
thumb  is  "one  contact  —  one 
issue,"  no  matter  how  the  con¬ 
tact  is  made.  Keep  it  simple  and 
keep  it  short.  A  face  to  face  meet¬ 
ing  is  always  the  best  contact  but 
is  not  always  feasible.  A  phone 
call  or  letter  is  also  very  effwtive. 
Most  legislators  will  return  your 
call  if  you  will  leave  name  and 
number,  especially  when  you  are 
a  voter  in  tneir  district. 

Also,  if  you  take  the  time  to 
compose  a  letter,  they  appreciate 
it.  Cm  more  than  one  occasion  1 
have  written  Senator  Lott  or 
Senator  Cochran,  and  each  time  1 
have  received  a  response.  1  have 
never  gotten  a  response  from  a 
signed  petition  or  a  form  letter  1 
forwarded  through  e-mail.  These 
methods  can  be  effective,  but 
when  you  take  the  time  to  call, 
visit,  or  write  a  brief  note,  it 
seems  to  be  more  effective. 

CXu"  elected  officials,  for  the 
most  part,  want  to  do  a  good  Job 
and  represent  your  interests,  out 
you  must  let  them  know  what 
your  interests  are.  You  don't 
nave  to  be  an  expert;  just  believe 


in  your  point  of  view  and  state  it. 
Aik),  it  is  important  to  be  kind, 
courteous,  and  remember  to  say, 
"Thank  you"  for  their  time. 

At  the  CAC  we  have  found 
that  some  issues  are  very  difficult 
and  complex  for  the  men  and 
women  at  the  Capitol  to  resolve. 
Therefore,  it  is  our  Christian  duty 
to  pray  for  them  daily  that  they 
have  insight  and  wisdom  to 
make  the  right  decisions.  When 
you  contact  them  on  these  tough 
issues  and  sh^  your  feelings,  it 
makes  their  task  easier. 

The  CAC  often  speaks  on  your 
behalf  during  the  legislative  ses¬ 
sion  and  throughout  the  year,  but 
we  need  your  help.  When  you 
and  your  neighbors  contact  your 
elected  officials,  it  speaks  vol¬ 
umes  to  them.  Every  single  con¬ 
tact  is  vital.  When  you  are  asked 
to  make  a  contact  and  you  in 
good  conscience  can  do  so  —  DO 
IT.  You  can  make  a  difference. 

Porter  is  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Christian  Action 
Commission.  He  can  be  reached  at 
jporter@christianaction.com. 


i 


European  leaders  downplay  SBC  meeting 


i  JACKSONVILLE,  FI.  (ABP)  —  Baptist 

3  leaders  in  Europe  predict  the  Southern 
^  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  wilJ  have  a 

4  hard  time  drawing  Baptists  from  the 
*  continent  into  a  new  international  net¬ 
work  that,  some  say,  will  compete  with 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance  (BWA). 

When  the  SBC  withdiew  from  the  BWA 
'  in  June,  charging  the  group  with  a  "liberal 
drift,"  convention  leaders  announced 
plans  to  start  and  fund  a  new  international 
’'fellowship"  of  like-minded  conserv'atives. 
^  In  early  July,  nine  Southern  B^tists  lead- 
^ers  met  with  12  European  Baptists  in 
^Warsaw,  Poland,  for  what  SBC  executive 
^^orris  Chapman  predicted  "may  prove  in 
^^me  to  have  been  me  inaugural  meeting  of  a 
ilietwork  that  shall  extend  to  every  comer  of 
the  earth,  creating  a  close  fellowsnip  among 
like-minded  conservative  Christians." 

The  12  Europeans,  who  were  not 
named  in  an  SBC  news  release,  came  from 
six  countries,  most  in  eastern  Europe  and 
among  the  most  conservative  in  the 
region  —  Bulgaria,  Germany,  Hungary, 
Moldovia,  Poland  and  Romania. 

While  many  European  Baptists  are  as 
conservative  —  or  more  so  —  than 
Southern  Baptists,  they  are  "very  unlike- 
\\"  to  join  the  SBC's  new  network,  said 
Bulgarian  pastor  Theo  Angelov,  outgo¬ 
ing  general  secretary  of  the  European 
Baptist  Federation  (EBF).  _ 

*There  are  many  conservative  Baptist 
leaders  in  East  Europe,  and  I  am  happy 
Biat  none  of  them  were  there,"  Angelov 
said  of  the  July  1-2  meeting  —  held  less 
than  a  month  before  13,000  Baptists  from 
.100-plus  countries  met  in  England  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  100th  anniversary  of  BWA. 


Angelov  said  only  two  of  the  Europeans 
who  participated  in  the  Ju^  1-2  meeting 
are  official  representatives  of  Baptist  unions 
—  Paul  Negrut,  president  of  the  Baptist 
Union  of  R.S.  Romania,  and  Vasil  Vangelov, 
president  of  the  Baptist  Union  of  Bulgaria. 

Negmt,  president  of  a  Romanian  semi¬ 
nary  in  Oradea  that  receives  funding  from 
conservative  Southern  Baptists,  was  the 
only  European  union  president  to  support 
the  SBC'§  withdrawal  from  BWA.  He  also 
was  responsible  for  enlisting  Europeans  to 
participate  in  the  Poland  meeting. 

Vangelov,  the  Bulgarian  presioent,  "does 
not  speak  English  and  he  dici  not  realia?  what 
the  meeting  would  be  about,"  Angelov, 
Vangelov's  predecessor,  told  Associated 
Baptist  Press  m  an  e-mail  interview.  "He  was 
very  naiVe  and  thought  that  there  would  be 
discussions  about  the  strategy  of  [the  SBC 
International  Mission  Board].  And  he  wanted 
to  know  more  about  it,  because  there  are  IMB 
missionaries  in  Bulgaria.  I  talked  to  him  after 
he  has  returned,  ana  nobody  from  Bulgaria  is 
supportive  of  the  policy  of  [the]  SBC." 

Angelov  predicted  the  SBC's  efforts  like¬ 
ly  won't  cause  a  split  in  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance,  but  it  will  sow  division  within 
world  Baptist  ranks,  he  said.  "I  am  only 
afraid  that  if  the  SBC  leaders  decide  to  use 
money  that  American  churches  are  giving 
for  mission  work  as  a  tool  in  this  battle, 
then  some  Bap^tist  unions  will  be  tempted 
to  cooperate.  This  behavior  is  not  a  Baptist 
approach.  It  is  simply  an  ideology." 

Tony  Peck,  Angelov's  successor  as  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  European  Baptist 
Federation,  which  encompasses  51  unions 
including  Romania,  also  said  the  SBC- 
backed  network  could  prove  divisive. 


"...  [W]e  would  see  aiw  attempt  to 
divide  the  Baptist  witness  in  Europe  and  the 
Middle  East  as  undermining  missionary 
effectiveness  at  a  time  when  we  need  to 
unite  our  Baptist  efforts  to  bear  witness  to 
the  gospel  on  our  continent,"  Peck  said.  "I 
received  some  assurances  from  the  SBC  that 
this  meeting  was  not  intended  to  start  an 
alternative  network  to  the  BWA  and  there¬ 
fore  I  was  suiprised  to  read  the  reported 
comments  of  Morris  Chapman  that  'the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  building  a  fellowship  network  of 
conservative  Baptists  around  the  world  cre¬ 
ated  a  genuine  and  heartfelt  excitement.'" 

Chapman,  president  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee,  said  the  proposed  conservative 
network  poses  no  threat  to  BWA.  Chapman 
declined  to  identify  the  participants  m  the 
Poland  meeting.  "We  felt  each  representa¬ 
tive  should  have  the  choice  to  release  his 
own  news  article,  having  the  choice  of 
whether  to  include  or  exclude  their  names," 
he  explained.  "Since  this  was  an  exploratory 
meeting,  our  announcing  names  really 
served  no  purpose  unless  we  deliberately 
wished  to  create  tensions  between  them  and 
BWA,  which  was  and  is  not  our  objective. 

Southern  Baptist  representatives  at  the 
meeting  were  Ch^man;  O.S.  Hawkins, 
president  of  Guidestone  Financial 
Resources,  the  SBC’s  retirement  and  benefits 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  2004 


copyrighted  2005 


T  GAIAAQZ  KXM 
SZANACXNA,  GNASZNAB, 
GK  SZA  LANQTAj  XC  YXE, 
SZDS  KA  ONAJABS  KXMN 


GXETAJ  D  VTITBY 


IDQNTCTQA, 


ZXVK, 


Mission  Board;  and  hve  seminary  leaders  — 
Chuck  KelW,  president  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary;  Paige  Patterson,  president  of 
Southwestern  Seminary;  Philip  Roberts, 
president  of  Midwestern  Seminary;  Craig 
Blaising,  provost  of  Southwestern;  and  Bill 
Wagner,  professor  at  Golden  Gate  Seminary. 


DQQAOSDGVA  MBSX 
YXE,  FZTQZ  T)  KXMN 
NADIXBDGVA  jANITQA. 
NXLDBJ  SFAVIA:  XBA 


Clue:  G  =  B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  lames  Version  Bible  verse 
has  been  encoded  by  letter  substi¬ 
tution.  The  same  letter  is  substi¬ 
tuted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  John  Eight:  Twelve. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  Ls  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  seasitive,  meaningful,  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  ftulher  honor, 
with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  £ftd  have  been 
special  to  our  special  friends. 


Volunteers  from  Ridgecrest  Church  in  Madison  recently  brought  new  sheets,  comforters,  and  pillows 
for  up  to  20  children.  The  ladies  made  up  all  the  beds  and  hung  curtains.  After  all  their  hard  work, 
the  group  enjoyed  a  snack  with  several  of  the  BCV  staff  members  and  residents. 


August  1-15 

Honors 

Ms.  Dale  Alper 

Ms.  Maj[ie  Nocthway 
Ur.  &  Mrs.  Don  Baisgett 

Mr.  &  Mrs  Frank  R.  Turner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  t^rl  Boatright 

Dr.  Joe  Loveltdys  SSC.  N 
Oxford  BC 
Mr.  James  Brand 

Ms.  NekJa  Gore 
l>r.  Honey  East 

.Ms.  Majie  Norihway 
KeHy  H.  GwalUiey 

Dr.  Lee  F  Ma.son 
Olan  Si  Joyce  Landrum 

Mr  &  Mrs.  DtHiglas  McKellip 
Lathy  Martin 

Mr  &  Mrs  Don  Evans 
Mrs.  Larleen  MctJrats 

Aflcrmton  WOM,  FTiC- 
Loui.sville 

Mrs.  Betty  Mitchell 

Mr  &  Mrs.  R.  N  Hum|*reys 
l>r.  W.  H.  Peters 

Mrs.  Era  C.  Peters 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  BUI  Mebb 

Channel  of  Blessings  SSC, 
Central  BC 

MEMORIALS  ; 

Mr.  John  Abies  J 

Mrs.  Mary  A  Burke  / 

Mrs.  Myrl  McCimnick 
Mrs.  Cecelia  "Ce  Ce"  Alderman 
Mrs.  Lynn  G.  Hardage 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
A.L.  Allhon 

Mrs.  Dons  G.  Boyer 
l.annie  Allred 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Mrs.  Christine  Amacker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Daniel  A  Smith 
Ms.  Jean  Saucier  ^ 

Mrs.  Pearl  Anderton 

Mrs  June  S.  Stephenson 
Mrs.  Bessie  Arnold 

Ms  Tama  P.  Chance 
Mr.  Smiley  Arrington,  Sr 
Mrs  Barbara  Hendnx 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stevenson  Jr. 
Mrs  Thomas  G.  Keith 
Mrs.  Elsie  Bailey 

Mrs  Helen  Scarborough 
Marlyn  Bain 

Ms.  Nancy  S.  Shepherd 
(.'llffdrd  Baine 

Mrs.  Lucille  H  Hams 
Mrs.  D.  O.  Baker 

Mrs.  Chester  G.  McWhorter 
Sally  G.  Baker 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Joseph  M.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gallon  J.  Edwards 
Mrs.  l^ye  C.  Freitag 
Mr  Pete  Jones 
Gaila  M.  Oliver 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  C.  Webb 
Mr.  C.  L.  Barlow 

Elois  Hunter  SSC,  FBC-McComb 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Beard 

Mn.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
Triiltl  A  Gwcm  Benuley 


Ms.  Peggy  S.  A^lcy 
Susan  Beck 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edwin  Dale  Jr. 
Benjamin  Eugene  Belding,  Jr. 

Beryl  Brownlee 
Dr.  Farilyn  Philen  Bell 

Vi^inia  B.  Carpenter  Birdsong 
Fred  A  Joy  Spain 
Ms.  Mary  H.  Crutchfield 
Ms.  Bi^ie  B.  McClelland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Hubbs 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  Jordan 
James  A  Adeline  Crutcher 
Jimmy  A  Becky  Crutcher 
A  Family 

Nick  A  Karen  Crutcher 
A  Family 

Chns  A  Bethany  Crutcher 
A  Family 

Ricky  Crutcher  A  Family 
Stevie  A  Bugs  Crutcher 
A  Family  [ 

T.  G.  iBlackiel  Blackwell 

Mr  A  Mrs.  David  Boyd 
Ann  L.  Boren 

Fellowship  Class,  FBC-Batesville 
Mr.  Herman  BoCeler 

Mrs.  Bobby  G.  Smith 
Bailey  Hammond  Boyles 
EUie  Jo  Rich 
Sue  Stevens 
Nan  Sumrall 

Charlie  L.  Brabham.  Sr. 

Ms  Joan  L  McDaniel 
MKs  Eula  S.  Bracey 

Mrs.  John  M.  Norsworthy 
Amanda  Brandon 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc 
Faye  Braswell 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Ireland 
Mrs.  Dot  Poe  Ray 
Frances  Brewer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ru.ssell  Clanton 
Lucy  Brewer 

Gaila  M.  Oliver 
Ms.  Ann  S.  Danna 
Sister  of  Aon  Brister 

Mn.  Elmer  E.  Holmes 
Mr.  Maurice  Brown 

Ms.  Jean  W.  'Dicker 
Mr.  Warren  "Boots”  Brown 

Mn.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
Robert  Lymn  Burke 

Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rufus  Oiilds 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  Childs 
Robert  Butler 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Tuggle 
(fairy  Campbell 

Mr  A  Mn.  Billie  J.  Bonner 
('hristopber  Chlik 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  Roger  W.  Alewine 
Mrs.  Nancy  Coates 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Wallace  Morris  C'oneriy 

Dungan  Engineering  P  A 
Susan  ('ook 

Dr  and  Nbs  William  B.  'Thompson 
Mrs.  TVudie  Cooke 

Ms.  Peggy  Williancs 
.Audrey  June  Denr 

Delta  Southern  Bank 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doggett 
Mn.  Annis  Goss 
ioeG.  Dominick 

Ms.  Alice  M.  Dominick 


Glen  Doaaett 

Daniel.  Dianne  A  Alissa  Smith 
Mrs.  Mary  Douglas 

Mrs.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
Carl  S.  Draughn 

Mrs.  Louise  R.  Draughn 
Lyle  Dunwoody 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  (jcrald  J.  Hasselman 
('aritoo  Edmondson 

Mrs.  Carlton  EdmorKlson 
Mr.  Murdoch  Edwards 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Edward  H.  Odom 
JeCU  Ruth  Daves  Ervin 

Mr  A  Mrs  Bobby  W.  Dye 
Mrs.  Jetti  Daves  Ervin 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Steve  Bailey 
Mr  Jack  Farmer 

Mrs.  C.  B-  Minyard 
Mrs.  Clara  Sue  Pierce 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Hammett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  'Thomas  A.  Ligon  Jr. 
Mr.  Emmett  Eaulkner 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Dr  Ronald  Feather 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Evans 
Joey  Fields 

Mrs.  Jerry  W.  Carpenter 
Beth  Finch 

Mr.  Robert  S.  Self 
Mr  P.  J.  Finch 

Elois  Hunter  SSC,  FBC-McComb 
Mrs.  Doris  I’lanagan 

Mr.  William  B  Webb 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Ford 

Ms.  Jennifer  Cooley 
Mrs.  Sally  Franklin 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church 
(iregory  Stephen  (jalloway 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Vaughn  Galloway 
Morris  (latlin 

Elois  Hunter  SSC.  FBC-McC'omh 
Darryl  (fibson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dcmeins  Gibs<in 
Jewell  Glass 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Ramon  Prescoti 
Mr  Don  (iraham 

Ms  Gertrude  P.  Hollingsworth 
l>ois  (friffin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Maurice  Brown 
Shawn  (iriffith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mrs.  R.  D.  (Vergiel  Hammett 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Hammett 
Mrs.  Clara  Sue  Pierce 
Rubenia  Hardin 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Rory  Lee 
William  H.  Harmon 

Mrs.  Syble  Harmon 
Mrs.  Fainis  Hatchett 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Benson 
Ruth  Heath 

Ms.  Jeanne  Y.  Tapp 
Zack  Henley 

Hope  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Laura  Sue  Herrington 
Pniitt  A  Jean  Calvert 
Mrs.  Myrtke  Courtney  Hess 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  T.  Ballard 
Mrs.  Ruby  Hllburn 

Mr.  A  Mrs  L.  F.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pal  Ingram 
Philene  A  Stuart  Allen 
Joy  Kay  Hillhouse 

Larry  A  Sylvia  Melton 
Mr.  James  Wesley  Hodges 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  B.  Wnght  Jr 
Rev.  FraiKis  Holder 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  H.  Odom 
Rev.  W.F.  Holder 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Marvin  Edwards 
Matthew  Holdiness 

Danny  A  Bonnie  Jewell 
Mrs.  Virginia  Honeycutt 
Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
('art  A  Marie  Hopkiiu 

Gerald  Denley  A  Family 
David  A  Naomi  Denley  \ 

Ron  A  Suraiute  Denley 
Re>'.  A  Mrs.  Tony  Faulk 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Timothy  B.  Land 
Mr.  A  Mrs  James  R  Mullen 
Mr.  A  M^s  John  W.  Pope 
Paul  A  Jimmie  Rankin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doug  Rohens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pate  Shackelford 
Pale  Shackelford.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Betty  Wiltshire 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ronnie  G.  Beck 
Marie  A  Ryan  Hopkins 

Mrs.  James  A.  Shackelford 
Mary  Denley  Hopkins 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lloyd  Wiggins 
'Thomas  Carl  Hopkins 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Lk^d  Wiggins 
Mrs.  Sarah  HufTman 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  John  E.  Hughes,  Jr. 

Mr  W.  G.  Mize  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr. 
Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Hughes 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  A.  Sirmon 
Arthur  l^b  "Buddy”  Irby 

Mr.  A  Mn  Howard  Bndges 
I.«e  Jackson,  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Charles  Jackson 

Johnson’s  Hunting  Club 
Mammie  Jenkins 

Sherry  A  Joe  Hawkins 
Mrs.  Monnic  Jenkins 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Brad  Johnson 

Clyde  A  Kitty  Revette 
Wilbert  Jones,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Pete  Hood 
Carolyn  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Jean  Jones 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Rory  Lee 
Mr.  Tommie  Jones 

Mn.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
Albert  E.  Kcahcy 

Mn.  Frances  P.  Keahey 


Lanie  Kealhofer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  J.  Meyer  111 
Virginia  Kilpatrick 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Melvin  Kimes 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Willie  J.  Bufkin  Jr. 
Rev.  Ted  Lea 

Mr  A  Mrs.  H.  I.  Slahiman  111 
A  Daughters 
Mn.  Jane  E.  Hughes 
Mrs.  Omega  Lee 

Ms.  Glenda  Johnson 
Lucy  M.  Leonard 

Dungan  Engineering  P  A 
(reneva  Lewis 

Ms.  Mary  J.  irving 
Mr.  Hunter  (leorge  Long 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Sam  Lackey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  R.  Woodward 
Byron  Malone 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Rory  Lee 
Mrs.  Carol  Maloney 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  K.  Upchurch 
Russ  Michael  Mangold 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 
Ben  Mayes 

'The  Dan  R.  Boyce  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gary  Carpenter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  T.  Humphreys 
Vicki  McC  all 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  G.  Smith 
Mr.  Ray  McEwen 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Evelyn  McIntosh 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Rory  Lee 
Eric  McMkrbeal 

'Thomas  A  Betty  Busby 
Janet  McMillan 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Michael  Garrett 
Y.  W.  Medders,  Jr. 

Mr.  Owfcn  R.  Warren 
Mr.  Charles  Warren 
Mrs.  Helen  Milam 

Mr  A  Mn.  Pat  Ingram 
Mr.  Rupert  MiHer 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Matthew  Monroe 

Mr  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Maurinc  Morgan 

Henry  A  Jeanette  McConnick 
Blake  Mouace 

Mrs.  Mary  Y.  Womack 
Mr.  Donnie  Newman 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 
Mrs.  Faye  Newman 

Fust  Baptist  Church 
Donna  Normand 

Daniel.  Dianne,  Tiffany  A 
Alias  Smith 
Powell  G.  Ogletree 

Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  Roscoe  Heamn  Jr. 
Kenton  Obon 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Johnny  W.  Wever 

Chrvki  Parker 

Ms.  Margaret  H.  Durham 
Mbsy  Beard  Parker 

Thoma.s  A  Betty  Budiy  \ 

Mrs.  (rretdle  Pa-sser 

Mn.  Hiram  Davn.  Jr 
Judy  A  Will  While 
Mr.  "Toby"  (Clovb)  Paaaons 

Ms.  Shannon  Burton  Boyce 
Mrs.  l^ottic  Pegg 

Mn.  Hiram  Davis.  Jr 
Mrs.  .Sharon  Pickering 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Reid  Ptttinan 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Gene  D.  Saucier 

Robert  L.  Pooey 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Phillip  R.  Hilton 
Mrs.  Draper  Proctor 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 


Mr.  Fred  Ramsey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Porter 
Jimmy  Rawls 

Mr  A  Mn.  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Mrs.  Grace  Roark 

Ms.  Glenda  John^m 
Vera  Rountree 

Mrs.  Althea  M.  Partridge 
Mrs.  Martha  Ballard  Rushing 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  O.  Cmsthwait  Jr. 
Mr.  Charles  Warren 
Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Rushing 

Mn.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
H.  L.  Ryab 

Mr  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Rosalie  Sanders 

Donna  A  Walter  Harrison 
Traci  Sasser 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Mrs.  Stella  Mae  Scarbrough 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  H.  Odom 
Mona  Segers 

Sen.  A  Mrs.  Richard  G.  White 
Mr.  Jack  Shellon 

Mr  A  Mn.  Donald  Martin  Jr 
Mr  Jim  Shields 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Miss  Lilly  Shook 

Danny  A  Savannah  Kellum 
Mrs.  Vivian  Raenelle  Sims 
Mr.  Harold  G.  Marx  Sr 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Carl  E.  How  ard 
Mr  W,  P.  "Bill"  Skelton 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Travis  E.  Harden 
Ms.  Glenda  Johnson 
Stephen  Skehon 

Mr  A  Mn.  Billie  J.  Btmncr 
Dr  Fred  W  Smith,  Jr 

Mr*.  Patrkia  C.  Duckworth 
Dawn  SmHIi 

Robert  A  Jan  ‘Thoma.s 
Mr  James  Smith 

Mn.  Bobby  G.  Smith 
Victoria  Spriers 

Mrs.  Addle  Kirkland 
Mrs.  Kitty  Stansifer 

Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
Lob  Stewart 

Elob  HuiUer  SSC,  FBC-McComb 
Mrs.  Archie  Stricklaud 

Mrs.  Ruby  McCuUar 
Fanuy  Modera  Sturdivant 
Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 

Nathan  Tate 

Bill  and  Sharon  Newsmn 
Mr  Aubrey  Thaggard 

Lauderdale  Cty  Bapt  Assoc 
i'reath  Odom  Thomas 

Mr  A  Mn.  C  Gene  Cryder 
James  T.  Tlmmes 

Mr.  Qwen  R.  Warren 
Dr.  James  IVavb 

Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
Frances  Ihrfltt 

Mn.  J.  T.  Love 
Sid  Upton 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Rory  Lee 
Mrs.  Ruth  Uaelton 

Ms.  'Thelma  Anderson 
Bobby  Vanderford 

Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
MIMred  Vlner 

Ms.  Rachel  J.  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Nancy  Von  Kohn 

Mr  A  Mn.  R.  N.  Humphreys 
Casper  D.  Walker 

Dorcas  SSC.  Bowntar  BC- 
Vick^xirg 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Bartow 
Col*  Walker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thorrus  A.  Ligon  Jr. 
Tommy  Walter 


Tommy  A  Judy  Robert.s 
Mrs.  Allene  Walters 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Thonuus  A.  Ligon  Jr. 
Mozcllc  Warren 

Jo  Lackey  SSC,  Liberty  BC-Foresi 
Betty  E.  Way 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Bailow 
Dorcas  SSC,  Bowmar  BC- 
Vicksburg 

Mr.  W.  Hayden  Webber 

Mn.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  D.  Sutton 
Mrs.  Areth  White 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wallace  A.  Clay 
Mr  W.  A.  Whittington 

Elois  Hunter  SSC.  FBC-McComb 
Lonnie  Williams 

Mn.  Wilma  Davis 
DanUta  Woodard 

Gary,  Gail.  Melissa  A 
Jennifer  Mitchell 
Fulton  Young 

Hope  SSC.  FBC-Louisville 
Henry  A  Jeanette  McConnick 
Mr  Bill  Zuber  v». 

Mr  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 


Jr.  High  Yearbook  ($30) 

Sr.  High  Yearbook  ($50) 

School  Pictures  ($20) 

1/2  in.  up  to  1  1/2  in  binders  w/  pockets 

Dividers  w/  pockets 

Elmer's  Glue  Pens 

Large  Scissors 

Hand  Sanitizer 

150  White  Poster  Boards 

Clorox  Wipes  ) 

409  Spray 

X-Large  Backpacks  for  teenagers 
5  Texas  Instruments  Tl  83  Calculators 


Our  school  supply  needs  are  dwin¬ 
dling  thanks  to  your  generosity!  We 
truly  appreciate  all  that  you  are 
doing  to  make  sure  The  BCV  resi¬ 
dents  are  equipped  for  academic 
success.  You  are  helping  us  steer 
children  down  The  S.A.F.E.  Track 
toward  Spiritual  Growth,  Academic 
Achievement,  Family  Values  and 
Emotional  Strength. 


accepted  Christ,  it  is  laid  a  foundation.  Another  ser- 
hopeful,  although  it  is,  vant  of  Christ  could  build  on 
of  course,  still  awesome,  that  foundation.  Both  worked 
Verse  4  is  helpful:  "Who  according  to  the  role  and  grace 
are  you  to  criticize  given  to  them.  All  who  Duild 
another's  servant?  upon  the  foundaHon  must  be 
Before  his  own  Lord  he  careful  how  they  work,  ^me 
stands  or  falls.  And  work  with  precious  metals  and 
stand  he  wUl!  For  the  "costly  stones";  others  use  less 
Lord  is  able  to  make  him  costly  and  less  durable  materials, 
stand."  We  tend  to  think  Perhaps  Paul  here  was  still  an( 
about  our  failures  and  thinking  of  workers  who  had 
sins  when  we  think  of  this  grand  encouraged  the  formation  of 
accounting  but,  no  doubt,  we  factions  as  building  with  unre¬ 
will  be  pleasantly  surprised  to  liable  materials, 
remember  some  good  works  we  On  Judgment  Day,  the 
have  forgotten  but  God  has  not.  works  of  all  Christian  workers 
More  important,  the  strength  to  will  be  tested  by  the  refining 
stand  comes  from  the  Lora,  not  fire;  precious  metals  and  gems 
from  ourselves.  The  great  will  survive  the  fire.  Worxs  of 
promises  Jesus  has  made  to  us  straw  and  wood  will  not.  The 
will  not  fail  us  at  the  end,  though  one  whose  works  survive  will 
our  works  will  be  assess^.  receive  a  reward;  the  one 

Build  to  Last  (1  Cor.  3:10-15)  whose  works  do  not  will  suffer 
—  In  the  context  of  di^ussing  that  loss,  but  he  "will  be 
factions  in  the  Corinthian  saved."  Every  Christian's  sal- 
church,  Paul  described  the  vation  is  secure, 
work  of  Christian  servants  Avoid  the  Second  Death 
buildi^  on  the  foundation  of  (Rev.  20:11-15)  —  A  more  dra- 
Jesus  (Tnrist  in  His  church.  In  matic  scene  than  this  one  can 
Corinth,  Paul,  as  a  "skilled  hardly  be  imagined.  God  Rhoda  Royce  is  a 
master  builder"  (architect),  had  Himself  sits  on  the  "great  white  First  Church,  Clinton 


throne."  White  represents 
God's  purity  and  pure  judg¬ 
ment.  Everyone  who  has  died, 
without  regard  for  earthly 
"rank"  of  any  kind,  stands 
before  the  throne.  God's  pres¬ 
ence  is  so  overwhelming  that 
even  "earth"  and  "heaven"  flee 
from  before  Him,  perhaps  in 
>aration  for  the  new  heaven 
new  earth  portrayed  in  the 
next  chapter  of  Revelation. 

Two  kinds  of  books  are 
opened.  One  records  the  earthly 
acts  of  each  individual,  and  the 
dead  are  Judged  according  to 
their  worxs.  This  is  a  kind  of 
review  of  each  life.  The  other 
kind  of  book,  the  "book  of 
life,"  records  the  names  of 
those  redeemed  through  Christ. 
This  is  the  record  that  deter¬ 
mines  individual;  eternal  destiny. 
Those  whose  identities  are  not 
recorded  are  consigned  to  the 
"lake  of  fire,"  tne  second 
death.  Everything  and  everyone 
that  has  rejected  &d's  dominion 
will  suffer  the  same  tragedy. 


"The  New  American  absolutes,  especially  truth,  we 

Commentaiy"  -  by  must  all  the  more  proclaim  the 

Stephen  R.  Miller,  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  l^e. 

Nashville:  Broadman  2.  Tremendous  God  (7:8-10) 

and  Holman,  1994.)  But  as  tumultuous  as  the  times 

We  live  in  tumultuous  may  be,  we  serve  a  tremendous 

times  today.  We  are  God.  He  is  the  "Ancient  of  Days." 

a— warned  of  these  perilous  He  has  always  been,  and  He  will 
1.  Tiunultuous  Times  times  in  pass^es  such  as  always  be  (Psalm  90:2).  That 

(Daniel  7:2-3)  2  Timothy  3.  Sime  orga-  alone  is  tremendous!  But  there  is 

Verses  2  and  3  Schuman  rdzations  and  "church-  infinitely  more  to  Him  than  His 
describe  a  great  chum-  es"  bearing  "Christ"  or  timelessness.  Take  a  few  extra 

ing  of  the  sea  (humanity  stirred  "Christian"  in  their  names  have  a  moments  to  capture  the  full  mag- 
by  strife  and  chaos)  and  four  form  of  godliness,  but  deny  the  nitude  of  verses  8  through  10. 
beasts  who  rise  up  out  of  that  sea.  power  mereof.  How  do  they  CKir  God  is  a  Holy  and 
At  the  time  of  this  vision,  Daniel  deny  the  power?  They  deny  the  Righteous  Judge.  His  judgments 
had  already  witnessed  the  rise  of  power  by  denying  the  inerrancy  are  pure  and  holy.  He  Judges  by 
the  first  beast  (a  lion  with  wings  of  dkxJ's  Word,  by  denying  that  His  absolutely  perfect  stan- 
of  an  eagle),  the  Babylonian  God  has  foretold  anything,  by  dards,  unlike  some  judges  today 
Empire  (see  also  Jeremiah  49:19-  denying  the  miraculous  power  of  who  disregard  the  laws  of  the 
22,  Ezekiel  17:3).  Just  as  surely  as  God,  and  by  denying  that  what  land  and  rule  based  on  what 
that  empire  rose,  the  other  three  Ckxi  calls  sin  is  sin.  feels  right  to  them.  Because  He  is 

would  rise.  History  informs  us  The  ungodly  of  this  world,  the  holy.  He  is  worshipped  by  a 
that  after  the  Babylonian  Empire,  spirit  of  antichrist,  will  produce  countless  number  before  Him 


Explore  the  Bible 

Rejoice  in  the  Lord's  Sovereignty 

Daniel  7:2-3,8-14 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 

that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  ^X^'^^^^V^BDDlDDDDDBBli 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  ^  ^ 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit- 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
foims  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti- 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing*  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephorte. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  are  not  reproducible.  Digital 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of  be  used  a  st^imitied  as  a  j 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  pei^'s  either  (a)  e^nail,  ^)  three-an 
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Northeast  BSU  fills  spring  break  with  missions 


BOONEVILLE,  Ms.  (Special)  —  The  Baptist 
Student  Union  (BSU)  at  Northeast  Mississippi 
Community  College  (NECC)  in  Booneville  pro¬ 
vided  three  spring  break  2005  mission  trips  for 
students  on  March  12-18. 

One  of  those  trips  was  to  St.  Louis  to  work  with 
Ed  Moncada,  who  directs  the  ministry  to 
international  students  for  Missouri 
Baptists.  Eleven  students  accompanied 
Wayne  Vandiver,  Northeast  BSU  director, 
to  St.  Louis.  Those  students  were  Dallas 
Vandiver,  Justin  Pitner,  Emily  Johnson, 

Lauren  Ford,  and  Nikki  Crow,  all  of 
Booneville;  Josh  Mallard  of  Dyer,  Tn.; 

Bobby  Hudspeth  of  Tupelo;  Kevin  Goss  of 
luka;  Renea  Hellen  of  Baldwyn;  Brandon 
Blount  of  Bruce;  and  Darrel  Sneed  of 
Lawrenceburg,  Tn.  The  primary  tasks  of 
the  group  was  to  prayer  walk  and  do  per¬ 
son^  evangelism  on  two  college  campus¬ 
es,  do  surveys  in  business  districts  wnere 
most  of  the  businesses  were  owned  by 
immigrants,  and  to  prayer  walk  through 
some  Bosnian  neignborhoods.  The  two  col¬ 
lege  campuses  on  which  the  students 
worked  were  Washington  University  and 
St.  Louis  University.  Neither  of  these 
schools  has  a  BSU  or,  for  that  matter,  hard¬ 
ly  any  other  evangelical  campus  ministry. 

Both  of  these  universities  are  bigger  than 
any  university  in  Mississippi. 

The  BSU  students  used  survey  forms  to 
start  talking  to  people  in  order  to  witness 
to  them.  The  last  two  questions  on  the  sur¬ 
vey  were  the  diagnostk  questions  from 
Evangelism  Explosion,  me  second  diag¬ 
nostic  question  is,  "Suppose  you  were  to 
die  right  now;  and  you  found  yourself 
standing  before  God,  and  He  asked  you, 

'Why  should  1  let  you  into  My  heaven?' 

What  would  you  say?"  Sad  to 
few  gave  an  answer  that  showed  that  they  were 
trusting  only  in  Jesus  Christ  to  get  them  to  heaven. 
Most  gave  "works  answers"  that  had  nothing  to  do 
with  me  blood  of  Christ.  By  the  end  of  the  week, 
the  BSU  students  saw  five  people  pray  to  receive 
Christ  as  their  personal  Lora  and  ^vior.  One 
Washington  University  student  was  saved,  while 
four  were  saved  at  St.  Louis  University. 

While  the  BSU  stu¬ 
dents  were  in  St.  Louis, 
they  were  allowed  to  tour 
a  Hindu  temple.  The 
elderly  man  who  lead  the 
tour  told  them  about  each 
god  and  its  significance 
to  the  Hindu  people. 

There  were  two  sights  in 
the  temple  that  related  to 
the  gods.  One  was  a  dry 
erase  board  that  listed 
different  rituals  that 
could  be  performed 
along  with  the  prices  for 
each.  The  highest  price  on 
the  board  was  $/50  per 
person.  The  second  was 
an  Indian  man  sitting  at  a 
desk  counting  a  big  pile 
of  checks.  The  tour  guide 
said  that  over  5,000  fami¬ 
lies  were  involved  at  this 
temple.  It  is  also  sad  to 
note  that  this  temple  was 
just  down  the  street  from 
the  Muslim  mosque. 


Panama  City  Beach,  FI. 
is  the  spring  break  capital 
of  the  wond  for  college 
students  everywhere,  or 
so  it  seems.  Go  to  Florida 
any  week  in  March  and 
the  streets  will  be  crowd¬ 
ed  with  college  students 
who  are  spending  their 
time  drinlong  ana  going 


to  clubs.  For  the  BSU  students  from  the  NECC,  they 
saw  it  as  a  mission  opportunity  where  they  could 
let  God  use  them  to  share  His  love  and  serve  oth¬ 
ers.  Seventeen  students  accompanied  the  BSU 
intern,  Leigh  Ann  Leslie  of  Tupelo,  this  year  to 
BeachReach  2005.  They  were:  Ashley  Rickett  and 


students  would  be  serving  and  greeting  the 
spring  breakers,  while  others  would  sit  at  a  table 
and  start  witnessing  and  talking  about  Jesus. 

The  week  was  full  of  all  kinds  of  ministry 
opportunities  and  God  used  every  one  of  them. 
Lives  were  changed  that  week,  and  seeds  were 

Elanted.  Thirty-four  college  students  came  to 
now  the  Lord  in  this  one  week  all  because 
Christians  had  the  desire  and  were  willing  to 
serve.  Awesome  stuff  happens  when  Go 
the  one  doing  it! 


IS 


The  mission  trip  to  New  York  was  joking- 

Town." 


)n  trip 

ly  nicknamed,  "The  Clampets  Go  To 


Emily  Steen  of  Corinth;  Mark  Rhodes  and  Ben 
Turner  of  Kossuth;  Katie  Jackson  and  Anne  Marie 
Chandler  of  New  Albany;  Brad  Wray  of  West  Point; 
Summer  Edwards  of  Columbus;  Sandy  Byrd  and 
Gary  Stanton  of  Potts  Camp;  Brooks  Dampeer  of 
Saltillo;  Heather  Presley  of  Pine  Grove;  Loren 
Nabors  of  Ripley;  Nicole  Flaherty  of  Sherman;  Josh 
Harris  of  Booneville;  and  Cody  Hickman  and 

Marcy  Irwin  of  Tupelo. 

The  group  had  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  things  to  do 
throughout  the 
week.  Saturday 
night  after  the 
opening  assem¬ 
bly,  there  was  a 
prayer  walk. 
Northeast  took  a 
particular  part  of 
the  Strip  over 
which  to  pray. 

The  students  got 
to  see  things  they 
may  have  never 
been  around 
before. 

Sunday  started  up 
the  week  with  the 
group  involved  in  van 
ride  ministry.  Spring 
break  students  were 

fiven  a  telephone  num- 
er  to  request  a  van  to 
come  pick  them  up. 
Once  the  Spring 
Breakers  were  inside 
the  van,  three  Beach- 
Reachers  who  sat  in  the 
back  of  the  van  would 
start  up  spiritual  con¬ 
versations  and  just 

share  the  love  of  Christ. 

There  was  a  free 
pancake  breakfast 
Monday  through 
Thursday  for  the 

spring  breakers.  Some 


w  ni' 

That's  the  kind  of  humor  conjured  up  by  the 
thought  of  13  students  and  one  director  from 
the  BSU  of  NECC  traveling  to  New  York  City 
for  a  spring  break  mission  trip. 

A  division  of  the  North  American  Mission 
Board  called  New  Hope  New  York  is  partner¬ 
ing  with  churches  and  BSU  groups  to  reach 
New  Yorkers  with  the  Gosp^.  Door-to-door 
canvassing  for  local  churches,  prayer  walk¬ 
ing,  servant  evangelism,  and  simply  talking 
with  people  are  common  tools  that  are  being 
used  there.  Since  New  York  is  such  a  diverse 
city,  the  methods  and  opportunities  are  vast. 

One  of  the  most  unique  situations  the 
Northeast  BSU  group  faced  was  an  un¬ 
reached  people  group  living  in... Brooklyn. 
You  read  correctly.  The  nomadic  Fulani  peo¬ 
ple  group  are  from  West  Africa.  There  is  now 
a  substantial  number  of  Fulani  coming  to 
New  York  with  work  visas.  Brooklyn  is  a 
popular  settling  destination. 

The  team  divided  into  smaller  groups  and 
went  in  African  businesses  to  hand  out  liter¬ 
ature  advertising  English  classes  being  held 
in  a  local  community  center.  Adhering  to 
Islamic  tradition,  women  spoke  to  women 
and  men  .spoke  to  men.  Several  of  the  Fulani  peo¬ 
ple  asked,  "Why  are  you  doing  this?"  Our  reply 
was,  "We're  Cnristians  and  want  to  help  you 
because  we  love  you.  That's  what  Christians  do." 

For  someone  unfamiliar  with  the  Muslim 
mindset,  this  point  could  sound  weak,  but  not  to 
the  Fulani.  They  are  a  very  gracious  and  moral 
people,  convinced  that  the  words  "American" 
and  "Christian"  are  ^nonymous  with  MTV  and 
Hollywood  movies.  These  budding  relationships 


are  paving  the  way  for  an  understanding  of  who 
Jesus  is  and  what  Christianity  is  all  about. 

Stephanie  Sandlin,  NECC  student  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  Colonial  Hills  Church  in  Southaven, 
summed  it  up  like  this.  "That  area  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  to  display  Christ's  glory  and  we  played  a 
part  in  that.'^ 

The  Northeast  BSU  wishes  to  thank  all  the 
churches  that  support  it  with  prayer  and  finan¬ 
cial  contributions.  God  has  used  these  mission 
trips  to  accomplish  many  things.  Students  from 
Mississippi  have  grown  in  their  walk  with 
Christ  ana  in  their  appreciation  of  His  blessings 
—  and  the  list  goes  on! 


Compiled  and  edited  from  articles  xvritten  by  V^ayne 
Vandiver,  Leigh  Anne  Leslie,  and  Ed  Earnest. 
Unabridged  ve^ions  of  the  articles  qnd  more  photos  from 
the  mission  trips  can  be  viewed  at  http://www.northeast- 
bsu.edeamest.com/springbreak.htm. 
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